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Welcome From The
Chief Executive

As a result, many businesses are facing tighter 
margins, difficult pricing decisions, and 
ongoing uncertainty in an already challenging 
economic climate.

As always, we are here to support you - 
whether that is through international trade, 
business support, events, or opportunities 
to raise your profile. If you would like to get 
involved or feature in a future edition of the 
magazine, please do not hesitate to get in 
touch with myself or Liz.

Here is to a year of progress, opportunity, 
and stronger connections across our business 
community.

Welcome to the April 2026 Edition of 
the Chamber Magazine!

It has already been a dynamic and  
fast-moving start to the year, and we are 
delighted to bring you another edition of 
the Chamber Magazine as we continue to 
evolve and create even more opportunities 
for our members. There is a real sense of 
momentum building across the network, 
with new ideas, new connections, and 
plenty still to come. We are continuing to 
introduce new initiatives and refine what 
we offer.

Our Thursday Thirty networking events 
remain at the heart of that activity, 
continuing to grow in popularity and 
impact. These sessions are bringing 
businesses together from across the region, 
sparking meaningful conversations, fresh 
collaborations, and tangible opportunities.

One of the standout moments so far has been 
the 2026 Annual Business Awards, a brilliant 
celebration of the innovation, resilience, and 
success within our business community. The 
evening brought together an inspiring mix of 
businesses, partners, and sponsors, and we 
are incredibly proud of everyone who took 
part. For a full recap of the awards evening, 
take a look at pages 14–17.

We are preparing for our ever-popular 
Annual Golf Day, kindly sponsored by 
Ironmarket Risk, taking place on Wednesday 
17th June at Vale Royal Abbey Golf Club. 
Full details can be found on page 7.

The ongoing fuel crisis continues to drive up 
energy and transport costs across the UK, 
placing significant pressure on businesses 
of all sizes. Rising fuel prices are increasing 
operating expenses, particularly for sectors 
reliant on logistics and manufacturing, 
while also contributing to wider inflation 
and reduced consumer spending.  

Jackie Randles 
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce

Your Financial Future:  
A Practical Workshop with Franklyn

15th September 2026
8.30am – 12.30pm

Astbury Golf Club, Peel Lane, 
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 4RE

Thursday Thirty
24th September 2026

8.30am – 10.00am
Petty Pool Trust,  

Pool Lane, Northwich,  
Cheshire, CW8 2DR

Annual Clay Shoot
14th October 2026
10.30am – 4.30pm

Cloudside Shooting Grounds,  
Red Lane, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 3QG

Thursday Thirty
5th November 2026

8.30am – 10.00am
Majestical 

New Life Church,  
Danesford Community Centre,  

West Road, Congleton,  
Cheshire, CW12 4EY

Annual Christmas Lunch
4th December 2026

12.00pm – 5.00pm
Pecks Restaurant, Swan Bank,  

Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1JR

Thursday Thirty
21st May 2026

8.30am – 10.00am
North West Air Ambulance,  

The_Space, 35-37 High Street, 
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1AX

Annual Golf Day
17th June 2026

10.00am – 9.00pm
Vale Royal Abbey, Vale Royal Drive, 

Whitegate, Cheshire, CW8 2BA

Thursday Thirty
2nd July 2026

8.30am – 10.00am
Chaffinch 

Ravenscliffe, First Avenue, 
Newcastle-under-Lyme, ST5 8QX

Thursday Thirty
13th August 2026
8.30am – 10.00am

Luxury Hub,  
13 High Street, Congleton,  

Cheshire, CW12 1BN

Thursday Thirty
3rd September 2026

8.30am – 10.00am
Talbots Law 

The Wheatsheaf, 1 Hightown,  
Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 1AG

Christmas  
Thursday Thirty

10th December 2026
8.30am – 10.00am

The_Space, 35-37 High Street, 
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1AX

Thursday Thirty
14th January 2027
8.30am – 10.00am

Available

Thursday Thirty
25th February 2027

8.30am – 10.00am
Available

Annual Business Awards
19th March 2027
6.30pm – 1.00am

De Vere Cranage Estate,  
Byley Lane, Holmes Chapel, 

Cheshire, CW4 8EW

Thursday Thirty
15th April 2027

8.30am – 10.00am
Available

Events Calendar



Welcome To Our New Members
The Chamber extends a very warm welcome to the following new members:

NowShip Ltd
We are NowShip, a one stop shipping solution specialising 
in parcel distribution, combining over 50 years of industry 

experience with a simple belief that customer service 
still matters. Beyond parcels, we support palletised 
freight, same day delivery, storage and fulfilment, 

delivering a true end to end logistics solution.

www.now-ship.co.uk     
Tel: 07557 034570

Unit 5 Hallfield Works, Festing Street,  
Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST1 2HY

Luxury Hub 
Luxury Hub Estate & Lettings Agency is redefining property across 
Cheshire and the North-West, combining 100+ years of expertise 

with data-driven marketing to deliver smarter sales, stronger returns 
and meaningful community impact beyond every move.

www.luxuryhub.co.uk  
Tel: 01260 765075 

13A High Street, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1BN

Circus Starr 
Circus Starr is an award-winning charity based in Cheshire, 

dedicated in bringing accessible, inclusive, and fun circus shows for 
children and their families who are disadvantaged, have disabilities, 

or are face challenging circumstances across the UK.

www.circus-starr.org.uk   
Tel: 01260 288690 

Dane Mill, Broadhurst Lane, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1LA

Northern & Central Macclesfield
Northern & Central Macclesfield has been serving trade, Industry & 

public since 1972. For all electrical components, lighting, cabling, switches, 
sockets and much more, with free delivery and extensive stock.

www.ncelectrical.co.uk  
Tel: 01625 426436 

Unit 7 Pool Street Ind. Est., Pool Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 7NX

Lomarton
Lomarton provides flexible HR support to SMEs through retained 

and pay-as-you-go solutions. Acting as your HR function, we deliver 
expert guidance without the cost of a full in-house team.

www.lomarton.com   
Tel: 0161 399 1265 

Deanway Technology Centre, Building 2, Wilmslow Road
Handforth, Cheshire, SK9 3FB

Spiky Carrot
Spiky Carrot is a fresh way to be seen locally, placing bold, eye-catching 

posters in independent venues and bringing businesses together through 
a growing community built around visibility and real-world presence.

www.spikycarrot.com   
Tel: 0161 850 9450 

Sandbach, Cheshire

The Spine Space
The Spine Space offers expert chiropractic and osteopathic  

care focused on personalised, hands-on treatment.  
Their patient-centred approach targets the root cause of pain, helping 

you move freely and maintain long-term health and wellbeing.

www.thespinespace.co.uk   
Tel: 01260 711070 

Unit 14 The Retreat, Congleton Market Quarter
31 Mill Street, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1AB

Step Legal Solicitors
Step Legal Solicitors, based in Crewe and Stoke-on-Trent, handles 

personal injury, medical negligence and conveyancing. Rated excellent 
on Trustpilot, every client gets a named solicitor from start to finish.

www.steplegal.co.uk  
Tel: 01782 651144 

1 Ridgehouse Drive, Stoke-on-Trent, Staffordshire, ST1 5SJ

Alugbaga Group
Courier Alugbaga, part of Alugbaga Group Limited, provides 
reliable same-day, scheduled, and last-mile delivery services 
across the UK, supporting businesses and individuals with 
efficient, secure, and customer-focused logistics solutions.

www.courier.alugbaga.co.uk  
Tel: 01270 914020 
Crewe, Cheshire

Abbeystone
Abbeystone is your trusted local commercial insurance broker 
serving East Cheshire and South Manchester. Client-focused 

and traditional, we offer personal, in-person visits to truly 
understand your needs and protect what matters most.

www.abbeystone.co.uk  
Tel: 0161 669 0000 

Office 1, First Floor, 835 Wilmslow Road, Didsbury, Manchester, M20 5WD

Chess Marketing Ltd
Chess Marketing is a no-nonsense marketing agency dedicated to building 

strong relationships and delivering measurable growth. Acting as a 
strategic extension of your team, we provide bespoke consultancy, brand 
management, and digital solutions designed to help your business thrive.

www.chess-marketing.com   
Tel: 01625 720324 

Suite T7 Adelphi Mill, Grimshaw Lane, Bollington, Cheshire, SK10 5JB

Paddle House Ltd
Ben Glimmerveen is the Managing Director of Paddle House Ltd, a dynamic 

business built on a foundation of commercial expertise, entrepreneurial drive, 
and a deep understanding of brand growth within competitive markets.

With over a decade of experience across international sales, distribution, 
and go-to-market strategy, Paddle House has developed a reputation for 

delivering measurable results across the UK, Europe, North America, and 
Australia. His career has been defined by successfully launching and scaling 
consumer brands, driving multimillion-pound revenues, and building long-

term partnerships with leading retailers, distributors, and network operators.

www.paddlehouse.co.uk    
Tel: 07401 580665 

Congleton, Cheshire

Interested in joining the 
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce?

Please contact Liz for further information: 
liz.longmore@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk 

Astbury Golf Club 
Astbury Golf Club, ranked among Cheshire’s top 20 courses, 

offers superb parkland golf, a welcoming community, a modern 
clubhouse and a new practice range, creating an ideal setting 

for members, visitors and local businesses to meet.

www.astburygolfclub.com    
Tel: 01260 273950 

Peel Lane, Astbury, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 4RE

Chess ICT
Chess is one of the UK’s leading independent and trusted technology 

service providers, employing more than 240 skilled people across 
the UK, supporting over 18,000 organisations. We believe IT should 

work for you, reduce costs, deliver efficiency, keep you secure, 
enhance your work-life balance, improving performance. 

www.chessict.co.uk    
Tel: 0344 770 6000

Heyes Lane, Alderley Edge, Cheshire, SK9 7JP



Westfield Health can help support 
your employees’ wellbeing.

Benefits available include:

Contact your dedicated Westfield Health & 
Wellbeing Consultant, Manni Aheer.

maheer@westfieldhealth.com 
07710 074753
www.westfieldhealth.com/chamber

Private Health Insurance
Affordable access to private surgery and 
medical treatment.

Wellbeing Solutions
A range of services to help support mental 
health, fitness and healthy lifestyles.

Chamber Primary Health Cash Plan
Cashback, up to set limits, on essential 
healthcare and access to wellbeing services.

LUNCH AT PECKSLUNCH AT PECKS
Pecks Restaurant provides an 
exceptional setting for corporate 
dining, offering a refi ned environment 
suitable for executive meetings, client 
engagements, and VIP hospitality. 

Our carefully curated three-course set lunch 
menu, available Wednesday to Saturday between 
12:00pm and 3:00pm, showcases seasonal 
ingredients prepared to the highest standard.

Pecks Restaurant - the preferred choice 
for corporate and VIP dining.

SWAN BANK, CONGLETON, CW1 2 1AH  
0 1 260 211 211   |   info@pecksres t.co.uk  
www.pecksres t.co.uk    Member of the Pear Hospitality Group



0800 587 4570   |   nwairambulance.org.uk   |   Registered Charity No: 1075641 

The Big Lift is a bold new initiative designed to bring  
businesses together to support lifesaving care.

By contributing to our match fund pot, your organisation will help double the 
value of community fundraising. Together, we have the opportunity to raise  

more than £100,000 to fund vital missions across our region.

It’s a simple idea with powerful results and a clear way to demonstrate  
your commitment to communities across the North West.

Help power The Big Lift

Join us today as a Big Lift partner. Please get in touch with Danny  
on danny.daynes@nwairambulance.org.uk or 07738 498188.

Call Chris on 01625 669669 or email CBentley@harts-ltd.com      harts-ltd.com

It has finally arrived! Maybe not to loud cheers, but 
after many delays, amendments and redrafts, Making 
Tax Digital became live on 6th April.

f you had a combined turnover of £50,000 or more from all your 
self-employed and property income in 2024/25 then this applies to 
you. Partnerships are excluded. The threshold is due to reduce to 

£20,000 by 2028/29 bringing more people into MTD.

What does this mean? It means that you will have to submit a return 
each quarter for each source of income from HMRC approved software. 
So, a sole trader with £40,000 of turnover and a rental property with 

£20,000 of income, will be required to submit two returns each quarter. 
And we are talking turnover not profit! The quarters are the calendar 
quarters. 

Will I need to get software for this? Yes and HMRC are not providing 
any free software. Most of the major software providers are gearing up 
for it but running the business will cost you more than previously, 
especially if your accountant is going to make the submissions for
you. 

What information will I need to submit? There are just three figures 
to provide. Income, expenses and profit. They have to be as accurate as 
possible. 

Will I need to pay tax each quarter? Thankfully No! HMRC will just 
give you an estimate of any likely tax liability. The payment dates for 
tax will remain the same….for now!

The above is just a very brief overview of what is involved and it can 
get very complicated. You may wonder why this is being imposed on 
small businesses just now, especially when there is no change to the tax 
payment dates. HMRC have said they want information on a more 
regular basis than once a year for those affected, but you can make up 
your own minds... As always, if you need any more help with this 
please get in touch. 

Making 

get in touch!
I
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Everyone’s future looks different but having a plan in 
place makes all the difference.

At Franklyn, we work with individuals, families and business 
owners to bring clarity and confidence to their financial 
decisions. Whether you’re looking for help to grow your 
wealth, protect what matters most, or plan for the years 
ahead, we’re here to support you every step of the way.

So you can focus on living today, knowing your future is 
taken care of.

Ready to start the conversation? Scan the QR code to book 
your no-obligation financial health check.

In the lead-up to International Women’s Day, Chamber 
members were delighted to take part in a special early 
celebration hosted by Beartown Brewery, a business well known 
not only for its craft beers, but also for its strong community 
focus and commitment to bringing people together.

While the official date fell on the 8th March, the brewing 
process meant celebrations began a little earlier, offering a 
unique and memorable way to mark the occasion. Guests were 
welcomed for a behind-the-scenes experience, gaining insight 
into the craft of brewing while also taking part in a day centred 
around connection, collaboration, and recognising the role of 
women in business.

A standout moment of the day came from Connie, a brewing 
student who was in the midst of completing her final exams, 
and whose passion and expertise were evident throughout. She 
led the creation of a bespoke beer, Smokeshow, from initial 
concept through to design, including the cask clip artwork. 
Connie also guided attendees through the brewing process, 
sharing her knowledge and encouraging a hands-on approach. 
Her confidence and achievement in what remains a traditionally 
male-dominated industry provided an inspiring example of the 
opportunities opening up for women across all sectors.

Franklyn is a trading name of Franklyn Financial Management 
Ltd and is an Appointed Representative of and represents only 
St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised 
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the 
purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management 
products and services, more details of which are set out on the 
group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. 

The event brought together a diverse group of women from 
across the Chamber network, creating a supportive and 
engaging environment for sharing experiences, building 
relationships, and celebrating success. Alongside the brewing 
activities, guests enjoyed a relaxed lunch, sampling a selection 
of beers and taking part in a light-hearted quiz, adding to the 
sense of community and enjoyment throughout the day.

Events such as this highlight the ongoing importance of 
International Women’s Day - not only as a moment to 
celebrate achievements, but also as an opportunity to 
recognise progress, encourage inclusion, and support the 
continued growth of women in business. Creating spaces 
where women can connect, learn from one another, and be 
inspired remains an essential part of building a stronger, more 
diverse business community.

The Chamber extends its thanks to Joe Manning, Ella Burton, 
and the wider team at Beartown Brewery for hosting such a 
thoughtful and engaging event, and for their commitment to 
championing women in business.

A Message from Franklyn
Celebrating International 

Women’s Day at Beartown Brewery

                by 31 May 2026 using code                             

JOINING FEE £250JOINING FEE £250

www.astburygolfclub.com
Congleton, CW12 4RE
www.astburygolfclub.com
Congleton, CW12 4RE

01260 27395001260 273950

NEW MEMBER OFFER...NEW MEMBER OFFER...

ASTBURY GOLF CLUBASTBURY GOLF CLUB

Corporate Packages - for client relationship buildingCorporate Packages - for client relationship building

Join Us Chamber26

and pay                                                          not usual £750

Scan to explore our
membership options
and arrange a visit

Scan to explore our
membership options
and arrange a visit

admin@astburygolfclub.comadmin@astburygolfclub.com

Top 20 Cheshire Golf Course       - a rewarding challengeTop 20 Cheshire Golf Course       - a rewarding challenge

SJP Approved 21/04/2026
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In March, we hosted an engaging event with SAS Daniels, where 
attendees gained a practical and insightful look into the complexities 
of debt recovery and credit management. The session saw a brilliant 
turnout, reflecting a strong appetite among businesses to better 
understand how to protect themselves financially and respond 
effectively when issues arise. The level of engagement throughout 
the event was clear, with attendees contributing questions, sharing 
experiences, and taking part in meaningful discussions around  
real-world challenges.

We heard from Anna Sharp and Jodie Sumner, who shared valuable 
perspectives on the realities of managing debt, the challenges 
of chasing payments, and how quickly situations can escalate. 
Their insights reinforced just how important it is for businesses 
to remain vigilant at every stage of the customer journey - from 
initial onboarding and credit checks through to ongoing account 
management and recovery processes.

A key takeaway from the session was the importance of staying alert 
to early warning signs. What may initially seem like a minor delay 
or miscommunication can often signal deeper financial difficulties. 
By acting early and decisively, businesses can significantly improve 
their chances of recovery and reduce exposure to risk. Anna and Jodie 
highlighted that vigilance, consistency, and having robust processes 
in place are essential in preventing small issues from becoming major 
financial problems.

The presentation highlighted how even the smallest details can have 
a significant impact, both personally and in business and reinforced 
the importance of carrying out thorough due diligence to avoid 
potential risks. It also served as a reminder that strong internal 
processes, combined with timely professional advice, can make a 
significant difference to outcomes.

Top Tips for Successful Debt Recovery:

Act quickly - The older the debt, the harder (and more 
expensive) it becomes to recover. Don't wait.

Enforce your terms - If your payment terms allow you to 
stop supplying after non-payment - do it. Don't let the debt 
grow unnecessarily.

Document everything - Keep solid records of invoices, 
signed delivery notes, emails, contracts, and your standard 
terms and conditions.

Don't ignore red flags - Delayed communication, vague 
disputes, or contact from an insolvency practitioner should be 
treated seriously and acted on promptly.

Follow the legal process - Stick to the pre-action protocols, 
issue proceedings where necessary, and ensure your actions 
are compliant and documented.

Get professional advice early - Involving a solicitor or 
recovery specialist at the right time can prevent costly 
mistakes and improve your recovery chances.

In conclusion: Speed, strategy and structure win the debt  
recovery game.

For advice and guidance, contact Jodie Sumner and the team 
at SAS Daniels.

SAS Daniels Debt Recovery Seminar: 
Top Tips and Event Success

Jodie Sumner
Litigation & Dispute  
Resolution Executive
jodie.sumner@sasdaniels.co.uk
0161 475 7606
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Following a three-course dinner, the much-
anticipated Awards Ceremony got underway. 
Winners were presented with a glass trophy, 
certificate, and a pack of Peak Wildlife 
Beartown Beers, from Beartown Brewery.

The first accolade of the evening, Charity 
of the Year, was presented by Julie 
Woolmer of Franklyn to Danny Daynes and 
Adrian Steinkamp from North West Air 
Ambulance, named the Chamber’s Charity 
of the Year for 2026/27.

The Young Person of the Year Award 
proved one of the evening’s most inspiring 
highlights. Judge, Jessica Peake of TMC 
Strategic Communications addressed the 
audience before revealing the winner:

The Small Business of the Year Award, 
which saw a record number of entries, was 
presented by Christine McClenaghan of 
Thorneycroft Solicitors to Lauren Burnham 
and Emily Kirkham of Prickly Peach Films.

The evening’s top accolade, Business of the 
Year, was presented by John Stewart from 
Senior Aerospace Bird Bellows to Franklyn, 
following what judges described as a 
particularly difficult decision.

‘Their remarkable success is built on a 
foundation of outstanding customer service, 
achieved through investment in their amazing 
team of people, continuously enhanced by 
innovative initiatives, including a comprehensive 
streamlining program.’

Before the evening moved on to its 
fundraising activities, the Chamber board 
surprised Jackie Randles with a presentation 
of flowers and a commemorative vase in 
recognition of her ongoing dedication. 

‘Over the course of seven days, I had the 
genuine pleasure of meeting eight exceptional 
young people from across Cheshire East who, 
without doubt, have left a lasting impression 
and reshaped how I view our next generation.

Without exception, every nominee was 
confident, compelling, caring, consistent, and 
utterly inspiring. From what I have seen, our 
business community should be very optimistic 
about the future, because it is clearly in very 
capable hands. Each of these nominees has set 
an outstanding benchmark for what young 
talent looks like today.’

Following a closely contested process, the 
award was presented to Wendy Elwood of 
Rossendale Trust.

Tim McCloud said: ‘Jackie’s leadership, 
resilience, and commitment have made a lasting 
impact on so many businesses and individuals. 
She has been, and continues to be, a true 
inspiration.’

The event concluded with an auction and 
raffle in aid of East Cheshire Hospice, 
raising an impressive £7,250 on the night and 
bringing the total for 2025/26 to £9,148.50.

The fundraising effort was supported by 
generous contributions from a range of 
organisations, including Astra Zeneca, 
Andrew Collier Photography, Agri-Ad, The 
Manor House Hotel & Spa, De Vere Cranage 
Estate, Goostrey Graveyards, Franklyn, and 
Pear Hospitality, alongside numerous raffle 
prize donors.

Celebrations continued into the early hours, 
bringing to a close a memorable evening 
dedicated to recognising business excellence 
across the region.

The East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce 
Annual Business Awards returned in 
style on Friday 20th March 2026, held 
at the elegant De Vere Cranage Estate, 
delivering another standout evening of 
celebration. Chamber Members, Sponsors 
and Nominees gathered to recognise and 
applaud the exceptional achievements of 
businesses across the region.

Guests were warmly welcomed on arrival 
by Verity Deaville and Waynne Linaker of 
Deaville & Co, while Adam Schofield from 
Cheshire Photography Co. captured the 
evening’s opening moments. A Champagne 
Reception, kindly provided by De Vere 
Cranage Estate, set a sophisticated and 
celebratory tone.

Chief Executive Jackie Randles opened 
proceedings, extending her thanks to 
the event’s sponsors for their continued 
support. The evening was expertly compered 
by Tim McCloud of TMC Strategic 
Communications, Rebecca Medcalf from 
Talbots Law, and Jackie Randles, who 
together ensured a polished and engaging 
programme throughout.

The Excellence in Customer Service 
Award, a category that consistently attracts 
strong entries, was awarded to the team at 
Sienna’s, presented by Paul Woolliscroft of 
Talbots Law.

The International Trade Award, returning 
by popular demand, recognised outstanding 
global business success. Presented by Jake 
Pear of Pear Hospitality, the award went to 
water treatment specialist’s H2O Innovation.

The Contribution to the Community Award, 
now in its second year, again saw a high calibre 
of entries. Petty Pool Trust were named 
winners, with Kerry Shea of Everybody Health 
& Leisure presenting the award.

The Training & Development Award was 
awarded to DPC Accountants, recognised 
for placing people at the heart of their 
business. The award was presented by Steve 
Burns of Ironmarket Risk.

In the Leisure & Hospitality category, The Lion 
& Swan in Congleton took top honours, with 
Danielle Sullivan from Hammond McNulty 
presenting the award to Jake Pear and the team.

Heamar Company Limited were awarded 
The Employer of the Year Award which 
was presented by Chris Bentley from Harts 
Limited. The Professional Services Award 
followed, presented by Richard Morrell of  
De Vere Cranage Estate to Harts Accountants.

Business Awards 2026

Prickly Peach Films 
Small Business of the Year Award     

North West Air Ambulance 
Charity of the Year Award 2026/27 Chief Executive recognised for incredible dedication to Chamber

“	 Thank you for a great 
night on Friday at 
Cranage, Andy, I and 
the wider Franklyn 
team really enjoyed 
ourselves.

“	 Congratulations on 
the awards night 
being such a success – 
we all really enjoyed 
the evening.

Charlotte Chatterton, Franklyn

Paul Woolliscroft, Talbots Law

Jackie Randles & Liz Longmore 
from East Cheshire Chamber  
of Commerce



Thank You To All Our Suppliers And Sponsors

Thank You To Our Generous Auction Prize Donors

“	 We wanted to say a very big thank 
you for such a great awards 
evening on Friday! Everything 
felt so thoughtfully put together, 
the food was excellent and the 
Cranage team were also fantastic.

“	 Both Adrian and I had such a 
wonderful evening, you guys 
sure know how to put on an 
incredible event, so thank you 
for allowing us to be part of it.

Verity Deaville, Deaville & Co.

Danny Daynes, North West Air Ambulance

Wendy Elwood, Rossendale Trust 
Young Person of the Year Award   

DPC Accountants 
Training & Development Award    

The Lion & Swan 
Leisure & Hospitality Award    

Heamar Company Limited 
Employer of the Year Award  

Franklyn 
Business of the Year Award 

Cheque presentation to 
East Cheshire Hospice

Harts Limited 
Professional Services Award 

Petty Pool Trust 
Contribution to the Community Award   

Sienna’s 
Excellence in Customer Service Award    

H2O Innovation Ltd 
International Trade Award  



Upcoming  
Thursday  

Thirty's in 2026

For further details please contact  
liz.longmore@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

21st May 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

North West Air Ambulance

2nd July 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

Chaffinch

13th August 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

Luxury Hub

3rd September 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

Talbots Law

24th September 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

Petty Pool Trust

5th November 2026
08.30am – 10.00am

Majestical

CLAIR OWEN
DIRECTOR & HEAD OF SANDBACH RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY 

USE CODE 

“ECC10"
FOR

EXCLUSIVE 10%
OFF OUR
SERVICES

We have just completed our move with the help of Talbots Law
and it was the easiest, least stressful law firm we have ever used
when moving house. Nothing was too much trouble and all staff
responded quickly to any questions we had. 

MEET YOUR LOCAL
CONVEYANCING EXPERT

Moving home is often described as one of life’s most stressful experiences
— but with the right support and guidance, it doesn’t have to be.

0800 118 1500 | talbotslaw.co.uk

Replacing Risk with 
Reassurance

Asif Khan                                                                                                         T: 0161 669 0000   W:  www.Abbeystone.co.uk                                                 
                                                                         E:  Asif@Abbeystone.co.uk

Abbeystone is your trusted local commercial 
insurance broker serving East Cheshire and South 
Manchester. Client-focused and traditional, we offer 
personal, in-person visits to truly understand your 
needs and protect what matters most.

Think of our team as an extension to your own 
organisation. When a loss occurs we don’t just 
work for you to get your claim settled as quickly 
and effectively as possible, but also keep you 
informed at every step of the way

INTRODUCING TALBOTS LAW’S NEW DIRECTOR AND
HEAD OF SANDBACH PROPERTY DEPARTMENT:

I knew from a relatively early age that I wanted to
work in a legal environment. After I completed my
law degree, I joined a local firm to gain some
experience. I enjoyed my time in the conveyancing
team so much that I decided I didn’t want to do
anything else, and fast forward 20 years later I’m still
loving helping people with their properties. 

There are so many components to a Conveyancing
transaction that can cause stress; third-party delays,
missing documents, or unexpected queries from
lenders or local authorities. My job is to anticipate
those bumps before they become stressful, and keep
the chain moving. 

What drew you to a career in
conveyancing?

Moving house is known for being
stressful. Why is that?

Sandbach has a unique property market.
What should local buyers and sellers
know?

What’s one quirky or memorable case
you’ll never forget?

Having previously worked with developers, I’m used
to a fast-paced environment, but even I was taken
aback when I was asked to complete on a property
less than 48 hours after receiving the initial
instruction… we managed it though! This is most
definitely an exception rather than the rule though! 

We combine national legal expertise with a localised,  
service, so every client knows exactly what to expect.
As “Conveyancing Firm of the Year”, we put clients
first. We understand the Sandbach community — it’s
not just about completing the transaction, but also
being there when clients need us, both in person and
digitally.

How does Talbots Law approach
conveyancing differently?

unfamiliar process to them. There can be periods of
time where there is no update, and I think it can be
assumed that no news means nothing is being done.
This is why communication is something I am
passionate about with my team and the people that
we help – I can’t always make a move happen in the
timescale people would like, but I will always ensure
clients are kept up to date on what is happening -
even if things are progressing slowly. 

What’s a common misconception
people have when buying or selling a
property?

I think everyone says this but always have the kettle
(& wine) somewhere easily accessible! It can be a
long day, particularly if you are in a chain, and
refreshments will definitely be needed. When I have
moved house, I also like to keep a box of useful
things in my car separate from all of the other boxes,
containing things like a phone charger, scissors, first
aid kit that might be needed. I also pack an overnight
bag so I’m not having to unpack lots of boxes on that
first night just to find toothbrushes!! Lastly, label your
boxes clearly… it will make life so much easier for you
or your movers and reduce the risk of anything
precious being mistaken for rubbish!

Finally, do you have any personal tips
for moving day?

Sandbach has a mix of period homes and modern
developments, and that can sometimes lead to
complications, especially with older properties that
need additional searches or checks. Buyers here
should always consider the need for local authority
searches and allow time to make appropriate
enquiries. Sellers, on the other hand, should always 

It’s fair to say there are lots of misconceptions, but
from my experience one of the most common is that
lawyers just ‘delay’ the conveyancing process. I think
this often comes from a breakdown in communication
between conveyancers and the chain. We are doing a
really important job for our clients, but things aren’t
always straightforward and problems can arise. The
majority of people may only move house a few times
over the course of their whole lives, so it is an 

At Talbots Law, we’re committed to making your
move as smooth as possible. As “Conveyancing Firm
of the Year” for the Midlands 2026, your move is in
safe hands with Clair Owen leading the Conveyancing
team here in Sandbach. Joining from a highly
respected firm, Clair brings local knowledge, expert
legal guidance and a genuinely personal approach —
proving that, with the right people by your side,
moving home doesn’t have to be stressful.

Meet Clair Owen, Director & Head of Sandbach
Property Team at Talbots Law, as she discusses her
career, explores the property chain, and offers
practical advice for buyers and sellers in the area.

ensure title deeds and property documentation are
accurate and up to date.

0800 118 1500 | talbotslaw.co.uk
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†Lines are open 8:30am – 5:30pm Monday to Friday. We may record and/or monitor calls for quality assurance, 
training and as a record of our conversation. 1Direct new customers only. 50% off up to a value of £125 per 
employee covered, per year, for up to three years. See website for more: axahealth.co.uk/chambers-home.  
2Terms and conditions apply. For more information visit axahealth.co.uk/terms/gym-discount.

British Chambers of Commerce Limited is an introducer appointed representative of AXA PPP healthcare 
Limited. This financial promotion is issued by AXA Health, a trading name of AXA Health Limited (Registered 
No. 12839134). AXA Health Limited is a wholly owned subsidiary of AXA PPP healthcare Group Limited and 
part of the global AXA Group. Insurance plans are underwritten by AXA PPP healthcare Limited (Registered 
No. 3148119). All of the companies are registered in England and Wales and have their registered office at 
20 Gracechurch Street, London EC3V 0BG. AXA Health Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial 
Conduct Authority. AXA PPP healthcare Limited is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority.  
Write to us at: AXA Health, International House, Forest Road, Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TN2 5FE. 
For information about AXA Health, visit axahealth.co.uk/aboutaxahealth. PB114772a/01.24

Helping 
 you build  

a stronger, 
healthier  

business

As a Chambers of Commerce member, if you take out  
small business healthcare cover with us, you’ll get: 

   50% off your Chamber of Commerce membership for 
three years.1

  Access to discounted gym memberships.2

To find out more about our offer for Chambers of Commerce members, 
visit axahealth.co.uk/chambers or call us on 0800 389 7413† and mention 
that you’re a Chamber member

Our Thursday Thirty networking events have 
continued to grow in popularity, providing 
valuable opportunities for members to 
connect, share insights, and build meaningful 
relationships. Over the past few months, 
we have seen a range of well-attended and 
engaging events, each offering something 
unique for those involved.

We rounded off 2025 in style in December 
with our final Thursday Thirty of the year. 
Hosted at The Wheatsheaf, the event was 
kindly sponsored by Andrew Pear and 
Jake Pear of Pear Hospitality in support 
of My CWA (Cheshire Without Abuse). 
Members gathered on The Terrace for an 
enjoyable morning of networking, followed 
by an inspiring talk from Helen Mitchell, 
who shared more about the charity’s vital 
work across Cheshire. Her insights into 
the support services provided were both 
thought-provoking and warmly received by 
all in attendance.

Our first event of 2026 took place in January 
at The Lion & Swan in Congleton. It was 
a pleasure to welcome both familiar faces 
and new members. The session featured 
contributions from our hosts, IronMarket 
Risk and IronMarket Wealth, with Rob 
Heath, Ash Desai, and Stephen Burns offering 
valuable perspectives on the importance 
of managing both wealth and insurance. 
The morning was complemented by an 
excellent breakfast, with the oatcakes proving 
particularly popular among attendees.

Thursday Thirty Reports
In February, we were delighted to be hosted 
by Caudwell Children for a truly memorable 
session. With over 30 attendees, the event 
combined networking with an insightful and 
interactive discussion on neurodivergence, 
exploring how it can be better understood 
and supported within the workplace. Guests 
were also given a tour of the organisation’s 
impressive facilities, making for an engaging 
and inspiring experience.

April saw Chamber Members DPC 
Accountants host another successful 
event, with a fantastic turnout and a lively 
atmosphere throughout. Attendees heard 
from Esther Hancock, who delivered 
an informative update on the latest 
developments in UK tax and highlighted key 
opportunities for businesses to consider.

As the year progresses, it is clear that 
Thursday Thirty continues to thrive, offering 
an accessible and valuable platform for all 
Chamber Members.

If you are interested in hosting a Thursday 
Thirty event in 2027, please contact Liz at 
the Chamber to discuss available dates and 
venue options.
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In the world of business, success is rarely the result of a single 
action. It is the cumulative effect of a well-considered sequence 
- a strategy that anticipates market shifts, understands the 
competitive landscape, and keeps a firm eye on long-term growth.

For many East Cheshire businesses, the digital environment 
has become increasingly crowded and complex. The traditional 
approach of making ‘noise’ through vanity metrics such as likes, 
shares, and clicks is no longer enough to guarantee a return on 
investment. Today’s market requires a transition from reactive 
tactics to a proactive, strategic mindset.

Defining Your Identity
Every successful campaign begins with a strong foundation. In 
digital terms, your brand is your most vital asset. If your brand 
identity is weak or inconsistent, every subsequent marketing effort 
becomes vulnerable to being overlooked.

True branding goes beyond a logo or a colour palette; it is 
about building ‘Brand Equity’. By uncovering your unique value 
proposition and articulating the ‘why’ behind your business, you 
create a shortcut in the customer’s mind. A strong brand builds trust 
before a single word is spoken, turning casual observers into loyal 
advocates and making every pound spent more effective.

Your High-Performance Digital Hub
Think of your website as your digital headquarters. It is the only space 
online where your business has total control. In an era of fleeting 
attention spans, a website must be more than just an aesthetic 
brochure; it needs to work as a high-performance team member.

The modern customer journey prioritises a ‘people-first’ 
architecture. This means removing friction by minimising load 
times, ensuring seamless mobile browsing, and creating intuitive 
navigation. A website should not just be a destination; it should be a 
lead-generation engine that works 24/7 to provide a secure, fast, and 
professional platform for growth.

The Shift to AI and Authentic Search
The landscape of search is currently undergoing its most significant 
shift in decades. It is no longer sufficient to simply rank on the first 
page of Google. As AI tools change how information is consumed, 
businesses must aim to be the ‘trusted answer’ rather than just 
another listed link.

Beyond the Noise:  
Why the Next Strategic Move in Your 

Marketing is the Most Important
The future of SEO lies in mastering technical foundations 
while leaning heavily into E-E-A-T (Experience, Expertise, 
Authoritativeness, and Trustworthiness). This is the quality 
evaluation framework used by Google to determine which websites 
deserve to be seen by users. By focusing on these four pillars, you 
ensure your content provides genuine value and stands up to the 
scrutiny of modern search algorithms. In the age of AI, authenticity 
and reliable information are the new currencies of visibility.

Community Over Clutter
Social media is often viewed by busy professionals as a digital chore. 
However, when approached strategically, it becomes a modern 
storefront where your brand’s personality comes to life. The goal 
is not to post for the sake of activity, but to be consistent, valuable, 
and human.

By moving away from ‘talking at’ an audience and toward starting 
genuine conversations, businesses can build a level of trust that 
standard advertising cannot reach. Whether positioning a director 
as a thought leader on LinkedIn or sharing your brand’s story on 
Instagram, a vibrant social presence signals to the market that you 
are responsive, helpful, and worth doing business with.

The Power of Meaningful Content
In the ‘Attention Economy’, people are tired of being sold to, but they 
love being helped, and while content is the fuel for all digital activity 
it must be purposeful. High-impact assets whether deep-dive guides, 
infographics, or helpful blog posts should act as a library of value to 
your customers.

By using data to understand where your customers are facing 
challenges and then providing the solutions, you rise above the noise. 
At its core, marketing is about outmanoeuvring the competition 
through clarity and expertise, ensuring your business isn't just 
another choice in the market, but the obvious one.

Exclusive Member Offer
As proud members of the East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce, Chess 
Marketing is committed to supporting the local business community. We 
are currently offering fellow members a complimentary digital audit. To 
claim your audit or learn more about our strategic approach, contact the 
team directly on 01625 720324 or email hello@chess-marketing.com.



Following our recent Thirty Thursday with East Cheshire Chamber 
members, Esther Hancock explored the latest UK tax developments 
and, importantly, the opportunities they present for proactive and 
well-advised businesses.

While the tax landscape continues to evolve, the key takeaway is that 
those who plan ahead and stay informed are best placed to navigate 
the ever-changing tax arena. Although thresholds and allowances 
remain frozen which brings more businesses and individuals into 
higher tax brackets, this creates a clear incentive to review structures, 
optimise remuneration, and ensure tax efficiency is maintained.

For companies, corporation tax remains competitive for smaller 
profits, and while dividend taxation requires careful consideration, 
it also presents an opportunity to revisit how profits are extracted. 
Regular reviews can ensure business owners are making the most of 
available allowances and strategies.

Capital allowances continue to offer valuable reliefs, with measures 
such as full expensing and the £1 million Annual Investment Allowance 
supporting investment in growth. With some changes to rates and 
reliefs, thoughtful timing of capital expenditure can unlock significant 
tax advantages.

Planning for the future was another key theme. Whether considering 
succession, sale, or long-term growth, early planning allows business 
owners to structure effectively and maximise available reliefs, even as 
rules evolve. Similarly, with inheritance tax becoming more relevant, 
there are still meaningful opportunities to protect wealth with the right 
advice in place.

HMRC’s move towards increased digitalisation, including Making Tax 
Digital for income tax from April 2026, reflects a broader shift towards 
real-time, data-driven reporting. For many businesses, this is a positive 
step - encouraging better record-keeping, improved visibility, and more 
informed decision-making.

Tax no longer can be a once-a-year exercise. It should be part of your 
ongoing business strategy. We're offering all Chamber members a free 
30 minute Tax Health Check Review. Please contact us, quoting East 
Cheshire Chamber, and we'll do the rest. 

DPC is a medium sized accountancy firm with offices in  
Stoke-On-Trent and Nottingham. We joined Sumer, a National 
accountancy firm in 2024, with a shared goal of championing  
SME clients. 

info@dpcaccountants.com
01782 744144

What has changed in UK Tax this year,  
and how it affects you and your business

For many businesses across 
Cheshire & Warrington, finding 
and developing the right talent 
remains one of the biggest 
challenges to growth. The Local 
Skills Improvement Plan (LSIP) 
is helping employers turn that 
challenge into an opportunity.

At its heart, the LSIP brings 
Cheshire & Warrington’s 
businesses, educators and local 
leaders together to align skills 
with growth. By turning employer 
insight into action, the plan is 
helping to build a future-ready 
workforce, improve access to 
good jobs and ensure the region 
continues to thrive in a changing 
economy.

South & North Cheshire Chamber 
of Commerce leads this work 
as the designated Employer 
Representative Body for the 
area. Our role is to ensure that 
the voice of employers sits at 
the centre of how local skills and 
training provision evolves.

Turning Employer Insight 
into Action

Businesses across the region 
have recently contributed 
their views through surveys, 
consultations and sector 
discussions. These insights are 
helping build a clear picture of 
workforce challenges, skills gaps 
and future demand.

This evidence is already 
informing discussions with 
education and training 
providers, shaping how courses, 
apprenticeships and training 
programmes respond to the real 
needs of employers.

The next LSIP Report, due in 
summer 2026, will bring this 
intelligence together and 
set out updated priorities to 
support productivity, workforce 
development and economic 
growth across Cheshire & 
Warrington.

Shaping Skills, Strengthening Business: 

An LSIP Update

Supporting Local Skills and 
Talent

Businesses play a vital role 
in shaping the region’s skills 
landscape. Your voice helps 
ensure training and workforce 
development meet local needs, 
strengthening both individual 
organisations and the wider 
business community.

By working together we can 
grow talent, address skills gaps 
and secure a stronger future for 
Cheshire & Warrington.

However, the LSIP is more 
than a report, it is an ongoing 
partnership between business 
and education. Employer insight 
is essential to ensuring skills 
development reflects what 
organisations need now and in 
the future.

Businesses should also be 
aware of changes to the 
apprenticeship levy coming 
into effect from 1 April.

While the reforms introduce 
greater flexibility in how 
levy funds can be used 
and transferred, they also 
shorten the timeframe for 
spending levy contributions. 
Funds will now need to be 
used within 12 months rather 
than the previous 24 months.

This means levy-paying 
employers will need to plan 
their levy use more actively. 
Funds that remain unspent 
after 12 months will expire 
and return to the Treasury.

One option is levy transfer, 
where businesses can share 
unused funds with other 
organisations, including 
SMEs and supply chain 
partners. This helps support 
apprenticeships locally while 
ensuring levy contributions 
are put to productive use.

The LSIP team can support 
levy-paying employers who 
want to explore transfer 
opportunities, helping 
connect organisations 
and ensure funding is 
used where it can have the 
greatest impact.

Apprenticeship 
Levy Changes

Get Involved
To find out more about 

the LSIP or discuss 
apprenticeship levy 

opportunities, contact 
the LSIP team: 

LSIP@sccci.co.uk

Local 
relationship 
banking

Handelsbanken is the trading name of Handelsbanken plc, which is incorporated in England and Wales with company number 11305395. 
Registered office: 3 Thomas More Square, London, E1W 1WY, UK. Handelsbanken plc is authorised by the Prudential Regulation 
Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Financial Services Register number 
806852. Handelsbanken plc is a wholly-owned subsidiary of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ).  

handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow

Would you like to experience the 
Handelsbanken difference? 
Speak to your branch today.

Our unique approach to banking puts your needs 
and ambitions first. Your dedicated account manager 
is there to support you, making those important 
decisions to get a tailored solution that’s right for you.

00.294  l  03.2024
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SUBSCRIPTIONS

Advert Size Members Non  
Members

Back page (210 x297mm) £550.00 £660.00

Full page (210 x 297mm) £525.00 £630.00

1/2 page (172 x 126mm) £300.00 £360.00

1/4 page (83 x 126mm) £175.00 £210.00

CHAMBER MEMBERSHIP

Subscription Rates*
CHAMBER MAGAZINE

Advertising Rates

All prices are subject to VAT at the current rate 
Artwork, please supply hi-res cmyk PDFs to: 
liz.longmore@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Number of 
Employees

Subscription 
Fee Price Inc. VAT

Sole Trader £175.00 £210.00

2-6 £210.00 £252.00

7-12 £245.00 £294.00

13-20 £290.00 £348.00

21-25 £330.00 £396.00

26-30 £365.00 £438.00

31-50 £410.00 £492.00

51-100 £445.00 £534.00

101-200 £490.00 £588.00

201-500 £585.00 £702.00

500+ £700.00 £840.00

*From 1st April 2026

Scan the QR code to find out  
more from Jackie or Liz

Patrons of The Chamber
We would like to thank our patrons for their continuing support

Would you like to become a patron or support one 
of our upcoming events?

If you are interested in becoming a patron, please get in touch with Jackie Randles at 
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
T: 01260 540 570

Handelsbanken take a bespoke  
approach to their customers’  

requirements for business 
or personal banking.

Tel: 01625 529 296 
www.handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow

From personal challenges to business needs, 
you deserve legal support that listens, 

understands, and truly cares. At Talbots Law, 
we’re here for you, every step of the way.

Tel:  0800 118 1500 
www.talbotslaw.co.uk 

Reliance Medical manufacture 
and distribute quality medical 
devices to the UK and beyond.

Tel: 08456 448808 
www.reliancemedical.co.uk

The Pear Hospitality Group is a family 
operated company operating in the North 

West of England. The group has five venues, 
each with their own identity and flair. 

Tel: 01260 275161
www.pearhospitality.co.uk

Engineering bespoke flexible joints and 
pressure duct systems for high temperature 

and high-pressure applications working within 
strictly regulated industries across the globe.

Tel: 01260 271411
www.sabird-bellows.co.uk

TMC are creators of award-winning 
communication strategies and 

innovative marketing campaigns.

Tel: 01260 295 700
www.wearetmc.com

Delivering trusted, transparent solutions 
to ensure future financial security.

Tel: 01260 291825
www.franklyn.co.uk

Hammond McNulty provide accounting 
and business services, with specialists 

in Financial Planning and HR.

Tel: 01260 279622
www.h-m.co.uk

Abbeystone, your local insurance 
broker, delivering client-centred, 

traditional service—becoming a trusted 
extension of your organisation. 

Tel: 0161 669 0000 
www.abbeystone.co.uk



Franklyn and Franklyn Elite Sports are trading names of Franklyn Financial Management Ltd. Franklyn Financial Management Ltd is an Appointed Representative 
of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising 
solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/about-st-james-place/our-
business/our-products-and-services. Franklyn Financial Management Limited is registered in England and Wales, Number 06280392. Registered Office: St. James’s 
House, 4-5 John Bradshaw Court, Alexandria Way, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1LB, England. Copyright Franklyn Financial Management Ltd © 2026.

01260 291 825   sport.franklyn.co.uk

SJP Approved 15/04/2026

Franklyn Elite Sports work with driven professional athletes to 
bring clarity, confidence and long-term thinking to their financial 
future - helping you protect, grow and plan for what’s ahead.

Take the first step today. Scan the QR code to arrange a no-obligation 
financial health check, and let’s embrace the future together!

TRUSTED BY 
THE WORLD’S 
BEST ATHLETES

2026 EUROPEAN 2026 EUROPEAN 
CHAMPIONSHIPS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
GOLD MEDALLISTSGOLD MEDALLISTS

SEAN VENDY
BEN LANE


