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Our local decentralised model enables 
a bespoke approach to our customers’ 

requirements; whether commercial facilities 
for business, personal banking or flexible 

home mortgages.

Handelsbanken Wilmslow, G10, Blackbox,  
Beech Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5ER 

Tel: 01625 529 296 
www.handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow
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Providing affordable and flexible office 
space in Riverside, Congleton town centre. 

Suites available from 1 person  
up to 50 person on traditional  

or all-inclusive contracts.  
Contact Ed Lockyer 01260 272486

Magnus Limited, Riverside,  
Mountbatten Way, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 1DY
Tel: 01625 422065

Email: info@magnusuk.com
www.magnusuk.com

If you’re looking for BMW Sales, Service, 
Parts or require an Approved body repair, 

call into Blue Bell or visit  
www.thebluebellgroup.co.uk

Blue Bell BMW Crewe, Fourth Avenue, 
Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6XH

Tel: 01270 212525
www.bluebellbmw.co.uk

Berisfords are the UK’s largest producer  
of Ribbons, Bows and Trimmings. Innovation, 

Quality and Service are the key to their success 
as one of the few remaining British 

Textile Manufacturers.

PO Box 2, Thomas Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1EF

Tel: 01260 274011
Email: office@berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

www.berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

Business Doctors gives your business the 
ability to develop and grow.

Our expert advice and friendly, practical 
support within the Cheshire area, can help 

you to achieve your vision and beyond.

Riverside Mill, Mountbatten Way,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Tel: 0845 293 8466
Email: kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk

www.businessdoctors.co.uk

TMC Strategic Communications provides 
traditional & digital marketing solutions 

with a reputation for delivering 
successful business growth 

and client retention strategies. 

8 John Bradshaw Court, Alexandria Way, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1LB

Tel: 01260 295 700
Email: hello@wearetmc.co.uk

www.wearetmc.co.uk

Total People is a leading training provider 
for Apprenticeships and work-based 

learning in the North West. In partnership 
with local businesses, we can help 

you develop your work force.’

Group House, King Street Industrial Estate, 
Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 9LZ

Tel: 01606 734 000
Email: paul.johnson@totalpeople.co.uk

www.totalpeople.co.uk

Spiral Colour has been set up to provide 
its customers with a suite of print related 

services with the aim to provide only  
the highest quality end product.

Augustus Mill, Buckley Street, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6UH

Tel: 01625 435130
Email: sales@spiralcolour.co.uk

We maximise investment in 
neighbourhoods to enhance people’s 
quality of life, opportunity and choice.

Shepherds Mill, Worrall Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DT

Tel: 01260 281037
www.neighbourhoodinvestor.com 

Hammond McNulty provides first class 
accounting and business services and 
has set up specialists within the firm to 
concentrate on Financial Planning and 

Human Resources.

Bank House, Market Square,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1ET

Tel: 01260 279622
www.h-m.co.uk

Reliance Medical, manufacturing  
and distributing quality medical  
devices to the UK and beyond.

The Radnor Building,
Radnor Park Trading Estate, Back Lane, 

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4XP
Tel: 08456 448808 

Email: sales@reliancemedical.co.uk
www.reliancemedical.co.uk

Dane Mill is an eighteenth century  
silk mill converted into a local business 

centre providing office and light industrial 
accommodation for over thirty businesses.

Dane Mill Business Centre, 
Boradhurst Lane, Congleton,

Cheshire CW12 1LA
Tel: 01260 297 388

Email: info@romanlodge.com
www.danemill.co.uk

If it has to be special,  
then it has to be Pecks.

The perfect place to impress your 
business guests at lunch or dinner.

Newcastle Road, Moreton, 
Nr. Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4SB

Tel: 01260 275161
Email: info@pecksrest.co.uk

www.pecksrest.co.uk

Myers & Co is a leading solicitors practice 
specialising in services to owner managed 
businesses. Our professional and friendly 

team take a pragmatic approach and 
deliver value for money.

33-43 Price St, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4EN
Tel: 01782 577000

Email: info@myerssolicitors.co.uk
www.myerssolicitors.co.uk

Westfields, Middlewich Road,
Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 1HZ

Tel: 0300 123 5500
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk

Richborough Estates was established 
in 2003 and specialises in promoting 

land across the UK for a change 
of use to housing.

Tel: 0121 633 4929 
Email: info@richboroughestates.co.uk

www.richboroughetates.co.uk

NKC Group offer unrivalled Technology and 
IT Consultancy services UK wide. With over 25 
years combined experience with a wide range 

of hardware and software packages. NKC 
Group are confident with their knowledge and 
professional approach they have an effective 

solution to meet your needs.

1A Bridge Street, Congleton, 
Cheshire CW12 1AY
Tel: 01260 217917

“Providing the people and businesses 
of Congleton and surrounds with a legal 
experience that is positively different.”

Riverside, Mountbatten Way,  
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1DY

Tel: 01260 282351
www.sasdaniels.co.uk

Delivering trusted, transparent solutions 
to ensure future financial security.

St. James’s House, 4 John Bradshaw Court,
Alexandria Way, Congleton, 

Cheshire CW12 1LB
Tel: 01260 291825

www.franklynfm.co.uk
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Auto Enrolment Seminar  
Franklyn Financial Management  
6th October 2016 8:30am – 10:00am
 The Boardroom, Riverside, Mountbatten Way,
Congleton CW12 1DY
Contact Jackie Randles on 01260 540570 for further details 

Thursday Thirty 
13th October 2016 08:30am – 10:00am
Prism Solutions, The Technology Barn, John Bradshaw Court,
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1LB

Clay Pigeon Shoot 
Sponsored by Business Doctors
19th October 2016
Cloudside Shooting Ground, Red Lane, Congleton, 
Cheshire CW12 3QG

Thursday Thirty 
24th November 2016 08:30am – 10:00am
Kidneys For Life, Details to be confirmed

Christmas Lunch 
9th December 2016
Pecks Restaurant, Newcastle Road, Congleton CW12 4SB
Booking forms will be emailed out 4 weeks before the event

Events can be found on our website 
‘Events Page’ www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Please email jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk 
for further details and booking forms
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PRISM’S TECHNOLOGY
BARN OPENING

AUTUMN CLAY  
SHOOT 2016

Interested in 
becoming  
a Patron of  

the Chamber?
Please contact David Watson 

on 01260 540570



14 - David Watson Comments

As the Summer Holiday Season draws to a close 
companies will be returning to their factories, offices 
and warehouses to get on with steering their business 
through the unchartered waters we are now in 
following the referendum result that surprised a lot 
of people. Most people’s view is that we will be strong 
outside of the EU and I for one agree. 

If you could see the export documents that come to our 
offices for authorisation you would soon realise that the 
exporters in our area working on a global platform are 
shipping goods all over the world. Of course there will be 
challenges along the way to our leaving the EU but we 
have a strong skills base, resilient companies, dynamic 
management and dedicated workforces. With all of this,  
and in spite of the potential turbulence of currencies 
and differing threats around the world I am sure that 
we will win through.

An item of good news that we have to report is that 
Berisfords Ribbons of Congleton are starting out on a 
journey to build a brand new purpose built manufacturing 
unit in Congleton to secure the business for the future.  
Their press release announcing the plans can be found on 
page 22 of this edition of CHAMBER. Berisfords have been 
in Congleton for nearly 160 years and are still weaving 
fabrics, now using the latest technology machines when 
the textile industry of the North West has declined to such 
a low level of activity.

Another success story is that Genesys International of 
Middlewich have won the Queens Award for Export for 
the third time and will be presented with the award at a 
ceremony in October by Her Majesty’s Representative, 
The Lord Lieutenant of Cheshire David Briggs.

On page 9 you will see our “New Membership Offer” 
that we plan to run for the remainder of the year. Whilst 
our membership numbers remain strong we must keep 
showcasing the East Cheshire Chamber and it’s services and 
ensure that as many businesses as possible consider joining. 
To this end, the offer will entice some to “suck it and see” 
where as normally they would not.

Membership is not all about connecting through business 
activities but also offers the chance to join in on a more social 
level, such as coming along to one of clay shoot competitions 
that we hold at the Cloudside Shooting Ground on Bosley 
Cloud. The next one is on 19th October and is being sponsored 
once again by Business Doctors.

The front cover of this edition highlights the opening of Prism 
IT’s office at John Bradshaw Court, Congleton. This is a major 
step forward for this award winning company founded just 15 
years ago and now employing 40 people in Congleton and also 
having offices in London and Manchester. Read more about 
Prism in the article on page 11.

You can also see details on page 21 of a project that they 
are promoting as one of their CSR programme strategy, that 
is “Winter Wonderland” which will be a fantastic Christmas 
extravaganza at Congleton Town Hall.

Of course, I couldn’t leave out of this page the wonderful 
sporting achievements of TEAM GB at the Rio Olympics and 
also the big sporting event for Cheshire East. The Tour Of 
Britain cycle race with Congleton being the host of the start of 
stage 3. I am sure that both of these amazing events not only 
showcased our wonderful athletes but also brought benefits 
to both local and national economies. The Chamber would like 
to take this opportunity to congratulate everyone involved. 

David Watson

Comments P H Productions

Tel: 01782 378115 
Email: withalittlehelp@me.com

56 Somerville Drive, Newcastle under Lyme, 
Staffordshire, ST5 0LH

PH Productions was established in 2000 and initially 
specialised in providing technical support for arts and 
theatre events. The company’s current clients include 

several Arts Council National Portfolio organisations and a 
number of other Arts Council funded bodies. 

www.phproductionservices.com

ecls translations limited

Tel: 01565 228 107 
Email: info@ecls-translations.com

Bucklow Avenue, Mobberley, Knutsford, 
Cheshire, WA16 7ET

 
ecls translations offers professional document translation 

and proofreading services to businesses, removing 
the language barrier for your international trade and 

communication needs.

www.eclstranslations.co.uk

Progressive Sports 
East Cheshire & North Staffordshire

Dean 
Tel: 07415 658529 

Email: d.sibson@progressive-sports.co.uk/ 
Nick

Tel: 07403 168788 
Email: n.farrington@progressive-sports.co.uk

Riverside, Mountbatten way, Congleton,
Cheshire, CW12 1DY

Progressive Sports is a sports organisation that aims to 
get children active and enjoying physical activity. We aim 
to raise aspirations of young people, raise standards of 
delivery in sport and offer a wide variety of programmes 
to adults, children, schools and communities promoting 

all of the benefits of sport and exercise. Located in 
Congleton, Cheshire, we service schools and customers 
across North Staffordshire and East Cheshire and aim to 

make a difference by being positive role models.

www.progressive-sports.co.uk/eastcheshire

Erskine Murray Insurance Brokers

Darren Jones 
Tel: 07964 347631

1 Penman Way, Grove Park, Leicester, LE19 1SY

Darren Jones is one of the Cheshire based representatives 
of the company Erskine Murray who are leading 
independent insurance brokerage who offers an 

advised service and a significant player in the insurance 
marketplace due to our size and capability. Centrally 

based in Leicester, we employ a wide network of staff, with 
account executives located in both our head office and 

across the country, giving us a wide reach.

www.erskine-murray.co.uk

Blue Spot Computers

Tel: 01260 280001
Unit 1, Martins Court, 

Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1JR

Providing IT support to businesses for over 12 years. We 
are here to help provide a safety net to ensure your data 
is always secure and your IT uptime is maximised. Get in 

touch to find out how we can work together.

www.bluespotcomputers.com

Three Way Travel Limited

Tel: 01260 271222
3 Swan Bank, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 1RY

Three Way Travel was established in 1966 and is locally 
owned and managed by Lorraine House & Toni Brookes. 
We offer a complete travel service for any type of holiday 

from the UK to around the world. In particular we 
specialise in long haul and tailormade journeys with our 
long serving travel professionals able to offer a wealth of 

advice to ensure your holiday is everything  
you’d dreamed of.

www.threewaytravel.co.uk

The Hut Group

Meridan House, Gadbrook Park, 
Rudheath, Northwich, Cheshire, CW9 7RA

The Hut Group is a British e-commerce company with 
headquarters in Northwich, Cheshire. Through multiple 

websites which it owns and operates, The Hut Group 
sells a variety of products including sports nutrition and 

vitamins, cycling and endurance, health and beauty, 
weight management, and clothing and accessories.

www.thehutgroup.com 

Civicance Limited

Tel: 01270 375253 
Email: enquiries@civicance.co.uk

Municipal Buildings, Earle Street, Crewe, 
Cheshire, CW1 2BJ

Civicance is a one-stop-shop for people seeking to make 
investments through land and property. We offer services 

that encompass development through a full life cycle.

www.civicance.co.uk

WW Consulting International

Tel: 01270 758781
Dragons Wharf, Dragons Lane, 
Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 3PA

Established in the UK in 1980, WW Consulting Group is 
a global consulting group, recognised for integrity and 

business focus. 

Our multi-national team of experienced consultants all 
share the key attributes of expertise and empathy and are 

passionate about what they do.

www.wwconsulting.com

Creative Art Products Limited T/A Scolaquip

Tel: 01606 841727 
10 Dalton Way, Middlewich, 

Cheshire, CW10 0HU

In existence since 1920, Scolaquip are proud to be one of 
the few manufacturers of art and craft products in the UK. 
Crayons, chalks, modelling materials and adhesives are all 
made at our site in Middlewich. We predominately supply 
to the educational market in the UK and overseas, but we 
do also supply bespoke products into retail. We are also 

distributors of the Berol and Crayola brands.

www.scolaquip.co.uk

Welcome to 
our new members

Genesys International of Middlewich recently had a visit from 
the head of Chittagong Port Authority, Commodore Zulfiqur 
Aziz, and Chairman of the Cittagong Chamber of Commerce, 
Mr A K M Ataul Korim. Their visit was part of a sourcing mission 
to businesses in the UK and they asked if it would be possible 
to meet with Chief Executive of the East Cheshire Chamber, 
of which Genesys are members.

Chittagong 
Chamber

International Visitors

Mr Korim from Chittagong Chamber of Commerce,
Commodore Aziz from Chittagong Port Authority presenting 
David Watson with a memento of their visit and Steve Chesters, 
Managing Director of Genesys International Ltd.

The Chamber - 5www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk



FIRST PLACE WINNERS
Bluebell BMW
Presented by 
Nigel Moorhouse from 
Roman Lodge Estates

SECOND PLACE WINNERS ALPS Ltd
Presented by Phil Brown from Bluebell BMW

THIRD PLACE WINNERS

Picea Designs

Presented by

SAS Daniels

 

NEAREST THE PIN WINNERStephen Myers
Presented by Franklyn Financial Management

The East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce golf day was held recently 
at its now regular venue of the Vale Royal Abbey Golf Club.

The major sponsor of the event was Blue Bell BMW and there 
were many cars from the BMW range placed around the 
course. On the 10th tee there was a MINI which was the prize 
for a “Hole In One”.

Whilst no one managed to hit a hole one the very first shot of 
the day, played by Stephen Myers of Myers & Co, finished just 
eight inches from the pin and that shot won him the “Nearest 
The Pin” prize.

Before play commenced there was a putting competition 
organised by Astbury Ladies Team. This was won by Nick 
Davenport who was playing in the Genesys International 
Team. The “Longest Drive” was won by Adam Cockerill also 
of the Genesys International Team.

“Best Ladies Individual Score” went to Jo Darton of the 
Astbury Ladies Team. Second place went to ALPS Ltd 
and third place went to Picea Designs. The overall 
winners were in fact the major sponsors Blue Bell 
BMW with a score of 91 points.

21 Teams competed on the 
excellently presented course and 
in the evening enjoyed a wonderful 
Roast Beef Dinner in the Great Hall.

LONGEST DRIVE WINNER 

Adam Cockerill from the 

Genesys Team

Presented by 

Peter Bowers from Berisfords Ltd

LADIES BEST 

INDIVIDUAL SCORE

Jo Darton, Astbury  

Ladies Team

Presented by 

Nigel Hartley from Total People

 

PUTTING COMPETITIONWINNER
Nick Davenport from the Genesys Team

Presented by Stephen Myers from Myers & Co

CHAMBER GOLF  
DAY 2016

ROSSENDALE TRUST 
A raffle and auction raised 
£1,300.00 for the  
Chamber Charity of The Year.

Why are we your 
Charity of The Year?  

Find out at www.rossendaletrust.org



Introduce a new member to East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise and 

you will receive a bottle of Champagne!
For everyone you introduce, up to December 2016, that signs up and becomes

a member of the East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise you will 
receive a bottle of Champagne as a way of thank you for the introduction.*

Let’s celebrate the continued success of our growing Chamber,
with all the benefits and support it brings.

*Please quote reference CC1.

Help us
grow your
Chamber

Bottle of 

Champagne
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How important have your team 
members been to your success?
Being part of a fantastic team is one of the 
most important ingredients for success. 
Being a Headteacher is a hugely complex 
role and without a brilliant team of Senior 
Leaders, Middle leaders and Governors at 
Eaton Bank Academy we wouldn’t be able 
to achieve the very highest standards for 
which we always strive. I have always been 
part of effective teams and it is inspiring 
and continuously developmental to see 
the expertise, know how and skill which 
other people bring to bear on strategies, 
developments and projects.

What motivates you?
Ensuring that the students get an exceptional 
education and the best possible experiences 
to set them up for a lifetime of success. I firmly 
believe in lifelong learning and want for Eaton 
Bank Academy to be the stimulus for this in all 
students who come through the school.

If you had the chance to start your 
career over again, what would you 
do differently?
I certainly wouldn’t change career. I’ve always 
loved being in education and being a teacher. 
I’ve had the privilege and pleasure to work 
in a number of schools, having different 
responsibilities and roles and have thoroughly 
enjoyed every job and role I have undertaken. 
There are other careers which are more 
lucrative and more materially rewarding but to 
have the opportunity to shape the education, 
learning and aspiration of children and young 
adults is enormously rewarding and inspiring.

How many hours do you work a 
day on average?
Probably around 10-11 hours a day.

How do you spend your 
Leisure time?
Sportswise I love playing football and golf 
and occasionally running or going to the gym. 
I am also a season ticket holder at Crewe 
Alexandra and so ‘relax’ watching some high 

quality football every other Saturday at Gresty 
Road! I also enjoy the theatre and cinema and 
as an English teacher can get lost for hours in 
a good book!

What Are Today and 
Tomorrow’s Challenges?
The challenge is always to ensure the very 
best educational experiences and outcomes 
for all students at every point in their journey 
through Eaton Bank Academy. 

Tomorrow’s challenges are ensuring that 
the best experience is delivered against 
an increasingly more challenging  
financial backdrop.

Who has been your greatest 
inspiration?
I am inspired by lots of people in lots of 
different fields; people who demonstrate 
perseverance, dedication, commitment, 
loyalty and altruism are always incredibly 
inspirational to me. From a historical 
perspective, Noel Chavasse was an amazing 
character whose altruism was at the sacrifice 
of his own life. He was the only double Victoria 
Cross winner from the First World War.

EATON BANK ACADEMY 

IRON GUT PUBLISHING

How important have your team 
members been to your success?
We are a small team so it is important that 
we are all pulling in the same direction and 
are fully committed to making this business 
a success. Our customers know we produce 
everything in the UK so they expect a quick 
turnaround and we are used to receiving last 
minute rush orders, so if that means working 
through the weekend till midnight to get 
orders out then we know we can rely on each 
other to make it happen.

What motivates you?
My family, I have two very young children as 
well as an older child soon to be going off 
to University, yes I enjoy what I do but my 
motivation is to build a business that will 
support them throughout their lives.

If you had the chance to start 
your career over again, what 
would you do differently?
When I left full time employment to set 
this company up I should have looked for 
financial backing whether that be from a 
governmental body or private investors, 
I would have got to the stage I am at now 
much sooner, rather I tried to do everything 
on a shoe string budget using personal funds 
and that did slow the company’s growth 
down in the early years.

How many hours do you work 
a day on average?
Now I have taken extra employees on it is 
only 10 hours a day but it used to be a lot 
more, I try to put it out of my mind how long I 
worked each day during the first few years of 
the business.

How do you spend your 
Leisure time?
With a very demanding 1 and 3-year-old.

What Are Today and 
Tomorrow’s Challenges?
Exporting is today’s challenge, we have a 
number of global licenses and in the past 6 
months I have exported to Dubai, USA  
and Germany. As for tomorrow, we need 
to keep ahead of the game and secure 
licenses with more global brands, so as of 
2017 I will be attending American licensing 
shows as well as my usual European ones. 

Who has been your 
greatest inspiration?
I’m a bit of a history buff so without this 
sounding like a cliché, it would be Winston 
Churchill, his humour, stoicism, foresight 
and the fact that he would never give in are 
qualities that are relevant today as they were 
back in the 1930’s and 40’s.

Tel: 0161 247 7870
Email: anthony@irongutpublishing.com
http://www.irongutpublishing.com

The Chamber Magazine

MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT

Tel: 01260 273000
Email: e.oneill@eatonbank.org
http://www.eatonbankacademy.org

Ed O’Neill 
Headteacher

Anthony Marks 
Managing Director
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From the left: Gary Smith, 
David Watson, Richard Alexander,  
David Brown Mayor of Congleton
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TECHNOLOGY BARN 
OFFICE OPENING
Celebrating Prism’s success at the Technology Barn

Gary Smith, Director said, “What we now want to do is support other 
SMEs on their growth journey. We know that those first few years can 
be tricky without the right support and we can share this with those 
starting out or those on the growth trajectory. If anyone is unsure about 
where to start with their IT, just give us a call.”  ... “Prism Solutions is a 
classic home-grown success story that proves with the right foundations 
and support, start-ups and small businesses can do great things.”  

“I also wanted to thank our amazing employees for their support.” 
added Richard Alexander, a Director at Prism, “We’ve invested a 
huge amount of time and resources in redesigning our offering for 
employees in terms of the office space and the packages we provide, 
with a real focus on employee wellbeing and incentives. We’re looking 
at giving employees career plans and job satisfaction for life, not just for 
a year or two. The feedback has been brilliant and we’ve had amazing 
support from everyone.”

But the final word goes to David Watson, CEO of East Cheshire Chamber 
“Congratulations to Prism – what a success story. We are delighted 
and lucky to have a company like Prism on our doorstep, investing in 
our people and their wellbeing, making Congleton an employment 
destination of choice. They are a real asset to East Cheshire.”

After moving to their new state-of-the-art offices 
earlier this year, Prism took some time out to hold 
an official ‘how do you do?’ opening party.

With successful hubs in London and Manchester, Prism’s Head office 
in Congleton, really is the jewel in its crown and was worthy of the 
many valued employees, neighbours and around 100 guests from the 
local business community who attended.

Prism’s Technology Barn was formally opened by David Watson, 
CEO of East Cheshire Chamber, who was accompanied by David 
Brown, Mayor of Congleton and Charles Booth deputy Mayor as 
well as a number of East Cheshire Chamber members who came 
along to show their support. 

Guests, together with many of Prism’s long standing clients and 
friends from their 15 year journey, were invited to tour the new 
offices before a very witty speech by David Watson and the cutting 
of the ribbon. Once the formalities were complete, guests enjoyed a 
more relaxed remainder of the day. A top notch barbeque and a few 
tipples flowed along with some great music - the party was so good 
that even the sun decided to stay.



INDEPENDENT FIRE RISK ASSESSOR 
AND CARE HOME IN COURT

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service is warning businesses to 
treat fire safety as a legitimate business requirement, after 
an independent fire risk assessor has been given a four 
month jail sentence, suspended for 12 months, and 
ordered to pay £1,000 costs after ‘paying lip service’ to 
assessing a Cheshire care home. 

At the same hearing before Judge Tina Landale at Warrington 
Crown Court on Thursday June 23, Surrey-based nursing home 
company Minster Care was fined £40,000 and ordered to pay 
£15,000 in costs after pleading guilty to serious breaches of fire 
safety regulations at Croftwood Care Home in Runcorn.

Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service first pointed out inadequacies in 
fire safety in September 2011, and served an enforcement notice 
on the property for fire safety breaches in March 2014. 

Simon Gibbins, Head of Protection at Cheshire Fire and Rescue
Service said: “Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service aims to help 
and support any business to operate safely. However we will 
take action when companies choose not to treat fire safety as a 
legitimate business requirement. We urge all companies to take 
their fire safety obligations seriously to avoid prosecution.”

Simon added: “It is important that anyone employing a fire risk 
assessor must understand that the fire risk assessment is not just 
a document but the beginning of a process that must involve the 
cooperation and understanding of both parties.”

Anyone who has concerns about fire safety should contact 
the Service.  

Information on Fire and Rescue Service 
 More information can be found on the website:  
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk 
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Handelsbanken is the trading name of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ). Registered Office: Svenska Handelsbanken 
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authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority, and regulation by the Financial Conduct Authority are 

available from us on request.

48 Alderley Road
Wilmslow, SK9 1NY
Tel: 01625 529296, Fax: 01625 529298
handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow

We build our mortgages around you
All homes are different. The same applies to the need for home financing. 
Therefore we offer individual and flexible solutions for all your mortgage needs 
and requirements. We can find a financial solution to suit your needs whether 

buying a new home or remortgaging.

Anthony Flynn- Branch Manager
Tel: 01625 529346, email: anfl04@handelsbanken.co.uk

Tim George - Individual Banking Manager
Tel: 01625 529332, email: tige01@handelsbanken.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage

LARGE FORMAT

PRINTING
Oh and Small
Format too!

Take a deep breath... Roller Banners  i-Pad 
Lecterns  Exhibition Stands  Literature Holders  
Portable Displays  Café Barriers  Pop-up Stands  
Modular Exhibition Stands  Pull-up Banners  
Outdoor Banner Stands  Feather Flags  2-Metre 
Wide Roller Banners  Indoor Display Solutions  
Wide Format Printing  Flatbed Printing  Litho 
Printing  Digital Printing ... and relax.

Tel: 01625 435 130 
Web: www.spiralcolour.com
 

Spiral Colour, Augustus Mill, Buckley Street, 

Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK11 6UH

Commercial Business Services

www.tinsdills.co.uk  |  01270 761 111
Sandbach    Hanley    Newcastle    Leek

EXPERT ADVICE TO 
SUIT YOUR BUSINESS, 
WHATEVER ITS SIZE.

“
”

A very helpful and friendly service 
which was very supportive when 
faced with difficult issues.

Get in touch to find out more about our friendly expert advice.
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Stage 3 of the Tour of Britain cycling event saw 
the riders take on a tightly wound route situated 
entirely within Cheshire East, marking the first  
time that the Borough has hosted a stage of 
British Cycling’s premier event.

Crowds in their thousands turned out to line the streets of Congleton 
to watch the peloton head west to ride through Crewe and Nantwich 
before looping back on themselves towards Sandbach, Holmes 
Chapel, Knutsford and on towards the ten-kilometre climb of the 
Cat and Fiddle above Macclesfield before racing back through 
Knutsford to the finish line in Tatton Park.

Ian Stannard showed all of the power for which he is renowned as he 
soloed to an emphatic win on Stage 3.

The Team Sky hardman, who had never before won a stage of the 
race despite having finished on the podium back in 2008, 

“Thank you to the businesses who 
supported the Tour Of Britain“ 
- David McGifford, Chief Officer 
  Congleton Town Council

was clearly the strongest rider in the four-man breakaway 
which escaped not long into the 182.7km stage from Congleton 
to Tatton Park, Knutsford. 

But after cresting the famous Cat and Fiddle climb in the 
Peak District, where the trio’s gap to the bunch was around seven 
minutes, the former national road race champion decided it was 
time to put the hammer down, going clear with around 40km of 
the stage remaining and eventually winning by 1:46 from Briggs 
who outsprinted House for an all-British top three.

”It was a pretty big day today on home roads so I was motivated and 
keen to get away,” said Stannard who lives in the Peak District and 
who admitted his local knowledge stood him in good stead.

It’s always nice to win from a breakaway. There’s some really 
awesome crowds out there today and it’s really fantastic to see 
people getting behind the race.”

THE 
CHESHIRE

TOUR OF
BRITAIN

Tues 6th Sept  
2016  R I B B O N S  I  B O W S  I  T R I M M I N G S

SOLUT IONS
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July’s meeting became a Thursday 
40 when Cheshire Fire and Rescue 
allowed us to take extra bookings!  
We were invited to a tour around the 
Fire Station and Kristian Clowes gave a 
very informative short presentation on 
fire safety.

Congleton Museum hosted the August 
meeting and they were proud to 
announce that The Romano Cheshire 
Hoards are on display at the Museum 
until January 2017. Again, a very well 
attended networking meeting with a 
tour around the Museum for the guests.

East Cheshire Hospice hosted the June 
meeting at the Hospice in Macclesfield 
in the Chapel and guests were invited 
to a tour around parts of the hospice.

Thursday Thirty 

Breakfast Networking 

Meetings

The popularity of the Thursday Thirty Breakfast Networking 
Meetings continues with venues now booked until October 
2017 with hosts from many different business sectors.

Held approximately every 6 weeks these meetings fit in around 
other chamber activities and we continually hear of connections 
which are made between businesses during networking.

Thursday Thirty - 21www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk



Forthcoming Events - 23

As sales continue to increase and the 
business develops into new areas, 
Berisfords are now planning for 
the future.

Berisfords are planning to relocate within 
Congleton into a new purpose built unit that will 
not only improve efficiencies but will help us to 
remain competitive in an ever more challenging 
market. This in turn will enable us to attract new 
business in existing areas as well as new markets, 
creating new employment opportunities. 

The timescales for this relocation is 3 to 5 years; this 
is largely due to land availability and road networks. 

The plans for the current location are to change the 
site into a residential development and the process 
for this is already underway. 

BERISFORDS 
SUPPORTING MYELOMA UK
Following the recent diagnosis of a colleague with 
multiple Myeloma, 7 work colleagues decided to 
engage in the 62 mile Manchester to Blackpool bike 
ride on behalf of Myeloma UK.

The 7 participants consisted of Dave Dennett, Ian 
Wilson, Chris Machin, Kevin Bibby, Martyn Jones, 
Nick Howarth and Tim Edwards with the fastest 
member completing the ride in 3 hours 40 minutes. 

Congratulations to all of the team for  
raising the grand total of £2,500. 

Thanks must also go out to all the family, friends and 
supporters who helped them to achieve this target.

Should anyone wishing to add to this target the  
just giving page is:  
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/Berisfords

On behalf of Berisfords I would like to thank the team 
for the hours of training, hard work and dedication that 
enabled them to all complete the trip. 

P J Bowers
Managing Director

PLANS FOR 
THE FUTURE

22 - Chamber News

Autumn Clay 
Pigeon Shoot 
The day commences at 10.30am  
with breakfast, a clay practice at  
11am, clay competition at 1 pm 
and a meal at 3pm.

Sponsored by Business Doctors.

Thursday Thirty 
Breakfast Meetings
To be held on Thursday 13th  
October 2016 and hosted by  
Prism Solutions, The Technology  
Barn, John Bradshaw Court,  
Congleton, CW12 1LB and on  
Thursday 24th November 2016  
to be hosted by Kidneys For Life,  
details to be announced. 

Christmas Lunch

Friday 9th December
One of the Chambers most  
popular events of the year is the 
the Christmas Lunch to be held 
on 9th December 2016 again at Peck’s 
Restaurant, Newcastle Road, Moreton, 
Congleton, CW12 4SB.

Winter Wonderland 
Christmas Party 

Friday 2nd December
The 2nd of December is all set 
to give us the Christmas feeling  
with the 2016 Winter Wonderland 
Christmas Party hosted by  
Prism for the PETT scheme. 

Please see page 21 for full details.

Auto Enrolment 
Workshop
Thursday 6th October
Auto Enrolment has already started 
and you must ensure your business 
complies with the new rules by 2017. 
Learn more at the Auto Enrolment 
Workshop to be run by Franklyn 
Financial Management.  

The Boardroom, Riverside, Congleton 
8:30am until 10:00am

Chamber
Forthcoming 
Events 2016



01565 654107
www.temproperty.com, info@temproperty.com

10-12 Canute Place, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 6BH

Search TEM Property to follow and for all news

•  Changes of use including flexible permissions
•  Development & planning advice

•  Listed building consent
•  Planning & heritage statements

•  Strategic land promotion

•  Renewable, sustainable and creative solutions
•  Site acquisitions

•  Damage and compensation claims
•  Advisory reports and myth busting

•  Wayleave & easement opportunity reviews
•  Enabling quicker, cheaper & better development

•  Sales & lettings
•  Asset management

•  Building consultancy/project management
•  Lease renewals, rent reviews & dilapidations

•  Property aquisitions

•  Period properties, town centre & woodland locations
•  Filming locations across the Estate

•  54 x 24 ft Green Screen & 1,800 sq m studio space
•  Dry, secure storage for vehicles, props and equipment

•  Locations available for short lets
•  Properties in Cheshire & London

•  Furnished to a high standard
•  Fully managed property solutions

Constantly working to create value

•  Ashley Hall Showground
•  40 minutes from Manchester & Liverpool

•  1,800 sq m indoor event space
•  60 acre grass showground with hardstanding

EVENTS STAYS
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Friends for Leisure has benefited to the tune of £1,000 
from an introduction by David Watson to Amy Strensom, 
Marketing and Membership Supervisor of Costco in Chester.

The organisation, United Way, has set up a “Give Local” 
campaign whereby local organisations can receive funding 
from Costco employees’ donations and fundraising. Amy 
encouraged the charity to apply. 

Back at the office, Friends for Leisure staff only had a few days 
before the end of the funding round, and quickly put together 
an application for support for their Crewe youth group. 

It didn’t take long for 
United Way to let Friends 
for Leisure know that 
they would provide the 
£1,000 requested. 

The charity is very 
grateful to both 
United Way and 
to David for the 
introduction. 

Number of 
Employees

Subscription 
Fee (£)

Price Including 
VAT (£)

1-3 120.00 144.00

4-10 150.00 180.00

11-25 175.00 210.00

26-49 230.00 276.00

50-100 260.00 312.00

101-200 295.00 354.00

201-500 400.00 480.00

501+ 490.00 588.00

 

From January 2016

 Members Non 
  Members

Front page  £580.00 £696.00

Back page (210 x 297mm) £525.00 £630.00

Full page (210 x 297mm) £445.00 £534.00

Half page (172 x 126mm) £255.00 £306.00

Quarter page (83 x 126mm) £150.00 £180.00

1/8 page (83 x 60mm)  £85.00 £102.00

Inserts (leaflets) £265.00 £318.00 
per 2000+ distribution

Chamber Magazine 
Advertising Rates:

Chamber Membership 
Subscription Rates:

All prices are subject to VAT at the current rate 
Artwork, please supply hi-res cmyk PDFs to:  
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Based in Holmes Chapel, Brighter Bills offer everything 
that your business needs to communicate and connect

Email: jmoore@berighterbills.co.uk
Tel: 01477 770177

Using experience and innovative thinking, we can provide 
and implement solutions to enable your business to 
communicate seamlessly

We have exclusive East Cheshire Chamber discounts on a 
wide range of services, and are happy to help with impartial 
advice on any aspect of your communications

COSTCO EMPLOYEE’S 
DONATIONS AND FUNDRAISING 31 Reasons to join the  

Chamber Of Choice
1.  B2B Referral
  Putting members together to create 

business opportunities.

2.  Access to Mailing Lists
  Receive the latest news and event up dates 

via email to keep you in the networking loop.

3.  Use of Chamber Logo
  Opportunity to use the East Cheshire 

Chamber logo in a publication ‘Member of’.

4.  Membership Certificate
  Once a member has joined they will receive 

a membership certificate.

5.  Free Legal Helpline 
  At Myers & Co we specialise in providing 

high-quality advice. 
For Business Services, Wills and Property 
Contact Myers & Co on 01782 577000

6.  Legal Benefit Package 
 We at SAS Daniels offer a no obligation 
first consultation. 
Please contact SAS Daniels on 01260 282300

7.  Chamber HR Packages
  Chamber Resource 

 Chamber Resource has been devised by 
Myers & Co Solicitors to give Chamber 
members a flexible one-stop service for 
employment issues. 
Contact Sarah Everton 01782 577000 
SAS Protect, HR Package 
SAS Protect and HR Solutions, introduced 
by SAS Daniels Solicitors, are two products 
available to members. 
Contact James Heath on 01625 442110

8.  Discounted Vehicle Hire
  Contact Cheshire Vehicle rental for 

discounted rates on vehicle hire.  
Contact on 01260 280433

9.  Competitive Business  
& Vehicle Insurance

  County Insurance Consultants offer 
10% discount on all insurance policies 
and business insurance to members 
of East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce. 
Call your dedicated Chamber Insurance 
phone number of 0800 980 3466 
or email sales@countyins.com 
and quote ‘Chamber Insurance’.

10.  Networking Events
   The Chamber hosts a variety 

of networking events.

11. Clay Pigeon Shoot
 A Clay Pigeon Shoot is held each year.

12.  Email Shot Service
 For £50 plus vat we can send out an email for  
 you outlining the services that your business  
 offer which will reach all the members of East  
 Cheshire Chamber of Commerce.

13.  Roadside Rescue Package
  ALPS has many years’ experience in providing 

a comprehensive range of road rescue 
solutions to brokers and their clients.  
Contact ALPS on 0843 178 0600

14.  Low Cost Debt Recovery  
Service

  £1 to £10 for the first demand letter to  
a debtor (plus VAT) Myers & Co Solicitors.  
Contact Kelly Swetmore on 01782 525003

15.  Discounted Training  
Packages

  The Chamber provides advice 
on up and coming courses. 
Jackie Randles on 01260 540570

16.  Employee Health Scheme
  AXA Healthcare & Westfield Health 

are offering Chamber members 
Business Healthcare plans and 
corporate health insurance. 
Visit www.axappphealthcare.co.uk 
or please call 0800 38 77 54  
Visit www.westfieldhealth.com/hti 

17.  Business Awards
  Every year the Chamber holds an annual 

Business Awards event. This is a celebratory 
evening for all local businessmen and women 
to showcase the best of East Cheshire. 

18.  Annual Golf Day
  Join East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce at 

the prestigious venue ‘Vale Royal Abbey Golf 
Club’ for a fabulous day of golf followed  
by dinner at the Abbey.

19.  Discounts on Magazine 
Advertising

  Members can advertise in ‘The Chamber’ 
magazine at reduced prices. 
Jackie Randles 01260 540570 or email jackie.
randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

20.  A Voice to Local & Central 
Government

  A voice to local and central government 
via our connectivity to our local authority 
and members of parliament.

21.  Service Solutions
 Brighter Bills offer everything that your  
 busines needs to communicate and connect.
 Contact James Moore on 01477 770177 or  
 email jmoore@brighterbills.co.uk 

22.  Marketing Support
 Free initial consultation provided by TMC  
 giving Chamber Members access to high-level  
 marketing advice and consultancy with the  
 specific aim of making a real difference to  
 your business. 
 Contact TMC on 01260 295700

23.  Christmas Lunch
 Christmas Lunch is a very popular event  
 which is held at the prestigious Pecks 
 Restaurant in Congleton.

24.  Free Strategic  
       Health Check
 Business Doctors has developed and   
 helped transform hundreds of companies  
 across a spectrum of industries - free  
 consultation available to all members.
 Contact Kevin Cook on 07801 399508
 or email kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk

25.   Chamber Open Day
 The Chamber Open Day gives members the  
 opportunity to showcase their business.

26.   Wealth Management
 If you would like to have a no obligation 
 meeting to discuss your financial 
 requirements then please contact 
 Anthea Kenyon at Franklyn Financial
 Management on 01260 291825 or 
 Anthea.Kenyon@sjpp.co.uk

27.  Free Employment Law Audits
  Free health check of your employment 

contracts and other documentation.  
Contact Sarah Everton, Myers & Co Solicitors 
01782 525005  
Examination of your employment contracts, 
policies and procedures, the initial 
consultation is free and on a no  
obligation basis. 
Contact James Heath, SAS Daniels Solicitors 
01625 442110

28.   Fuel Card Services
 Save money on refueling with The Fuelcard 
 People. We offer you an unbeatable range  
 of fuel cards covering every major 
 station brand. 
 To find out more visit
 www.discountfuelcards.co.uk/association/ 
 east-cheshire-chamber-of-commerce/

29.   Roll up Banner Offer
 For further details please contact Jackie  
 Randles on 01260 540570

30.  Export Document 
Authorisation & 
International Trade Advice

  David Watson and Jackie Randles 
have both completed a course on 
Certification Procedures. This gives 
them the right to stamp and authorise 
legal exporting documents.  
Contact Jackie Randles on 01260 540570

31.   Access to Professional       
        Translation & 
        Proofreading Services
 With professional translators and   
 proofreaders in 30+ languages, we provide  
 top-quality services for all your language  
 needs, meaning you can get on with what  
 you do best –running your business. For  
 document translation and/or proofreading.  
 Contact Emma on 01565 228107 or  
 email: info@ecls-translations.com

Join
today*

*For further details please contact 
Jackie Randles on 01260 540570 or email 
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
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