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This time last year I wrote in this column of the great success the 
Business Awards were and that they were the best awards night ever. 
I was wrong, because this year’s awards surpassed even last year’s 
success. The quality of this event continues to grow and one wonders 
what can be done to take it to another level. The answer, of course,  
is wait and see!

I would like to offer my congratulations to all of the winners and thank 
everyone for taking part so enthusiastically in the Chambers big event of 
the year. Our next major event is the Golf Day which again will be held 
at Wychwood Park. We hope to see many teams joining us on the day, 
hopefully some new faces to challenge for one of the sponsored prizes.

On the business front, it is not all good news. The announcement of so 
many job losses to come to the AstraZeneca site is seriously bad news for 
the area. The Chamber will do whatever it can to support the businesses 
affected by this reduction in the activity at Alderley Park and also work 
with our neighbouring Chambers on any initiatives that are developed to 
help those affected.

Thank you for your continued support of East Cheshire Chamber  
of Commerce.

Marie shenton
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise

Providing affordable and flexible office 
space in Riverside, Congleton town centre. 

Suites available from 1 person  
up to 50 person on traditional  

or all-inclusive contracts.  
Contact Ed Lockyer 01260 272486

Magnus Limited, Sovereign Court, 
King Edward Street, Macclesfield, 

Cheshire SK10 1AF
Tel: 01625 422065

Email: info@magnusuk.com
www.magnusuk.com

If you’re looking for BMW Sales, Service, 
Parts or require an Approved body repair, 

call into Blue Bell or visit  
www.thebluebellgroup.co.uk

Blue Bell BMW Crewe, Fourth Avenue, 
Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6XH

Tel: 01270 212525
www.bluebellbmw.co.uk

Berisfords are the UK’s largest producer  
of Ribbons, Bows and Trimmings. Innovation, 

Quality and Service are the key to their success 
as one of the few remaining British 

Textile Manufacturers.

PO Box 2, Thomas Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1EF

Tel: 01260 27401
Email: office@berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

www.berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

Business Doctors gives your business the 
ability to develop and grow.

Our expert advice and friendly, practical 
support within the Cheshire area, can help 

you to achieve your vision and beyond.

Riverside Mill, Mountbatten Way,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Tel: 0845 293 8466
Email: kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk

www.businessdoctors.co.uk

TMC Strategic Communications provides 
traditional & digital marketing solutions 

with a reputation for delivering 
successful business growth 

and client retention strategies. 

8 John Bradshaw Court, Alexandria Way, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1LB

Tel: 01260 295 700
Email: hello@wearetmc.co.uk

www.wearetmc.co.uk

Lloyds TSB Commercial is a trading name 
of Lloyds TSB bank plc and Lloyds TSB 

Scotland plc and serves customers with an 
annual turnover of up to £15M.

13 High Street, Congleton, Cheshire
CW12 1BN Tel: 0845 300 0000

Total People is a leading training provider 
for Apprenticeships and work-based 

learning in the North West. In partnership 
with local businesses, we can help 

you develop your work force.’

Group House, King Street Industrial Estate, 
Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 9LZ

Tel: 01606 734 000
Email: paul.johnson@totalpeople.co.uk

www.totalpeople.co.uk

Spiral Colour has been set up to provide 
its customers with a suite of print related 

services with the aim to provide only  
the highest quality end product.

Augustus Mill, Buckley Street, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6UH

Tel: 01625 435130
Email: sales@spiralcolour.co.uk

County Insurance provide the full range 
of insurance policies to individuals and 

businesses alike. Competitive prices and 
excellent customer service.  

Alexandra House, Electra Way,
Crewe Business Park, Crewe,

Cheshire CW1 6HS
Tel: 01270 506 980

Email: crewe@countyins.com
www.countyins.com

We maximise investment in 
neighbourhoods to enhance people’s 
quality of life, opportunity and choice.

Shepherds Mill, Worrall Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DT

Tel: 01260 281037
www.neighbourhoodinvestor.com 

Hammond McNulty provides first class 
accounting and business services and 
has set up specialists within the firm to 
concentrate on Financial Planning and 

Human Resources.

Bank House, Market Square,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1ET

Tel: 01260 279622
www.h-m.co.uk

Reliance Medical, manufacturing  
and distributing quality medical  
devices to the UK and beyond.

The Radnor Building,
Radnor Park Trading Estate, Back Lane, 

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4XP
Tel: 08456 448808  

Email: sales@reliancemedical.co.uk
www.reliancemedical.co.uk

Dane Mill is an eighteenth century  
silk mill converted into a local business 

centre providing office and light industrial 
accommodation for over thirty businesses.

Dane Mill Business Centre, 
Boradhurst Lane, Congleton,

Cheshire CW12 1LA
Tel: 01260 297 388

Email: info@romanlodge.com
www.danemill.co.uk

If it has to be special,  
then it has to be Pecks.

The perfect place to impress your 
business guests at lunch or dinner.

Newcastle Road, Moreton, 
Nr. Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4SB

Tel: 01260 275161
Email: info@pecksrest.co.uk

www.pecksrest.co.uk

Myers & Co is a leading solicitors practice 
specialising in services to owner managed 
businesses. Our professional and friendly 

team take a pragmatic approach and 
deliver value for money.

33-43 Price St, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4EN
Tel: 01782 577000

Email: info@myerssolicitors.co.uk
www.myerssolicitors.co.uk

of thePatrons Chamber

For all your PC & Laptop Repairs, Virus 
Removal, Software Installations, Custom 
PC Builds, Data Recovery and Hardware 

Fitting, we’re here to help.

Unit 1 Martin Court, West Street, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1JR

Tel: 01260 280001
Email: info@bluespotcomputers.com

www.bluespotcomputers.com

UNITS TO LET
HOLLY HOUSE ESTATE, CRANAGE

MIDDLEWICH, CHESHIRE
High Specification Office/Industrial Space

Ideal Location - Good Access

Open Countryside • M6 J18: 5 Miles • Flexible Terms

PLEASE CALL GEORGE R YARWOOD
01606 833131
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Board Member

David gladman
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Tim McCloud
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Dermot Callinan
Board Member

Rebecca Wakefield
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Chairman’sMeet the
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 Members Non Members

Front page  £580.00 £696.00

Back page (210 x 297mm) £525.00 £630.00

Full page (210 x 297mm) £445.00 £534.00

Half page (172 x 126mm) £255.00 £306.00

Quarter page (83 x 126mm) £150.00 £180.00

1/8 page (83 x 60mm)  £85.00 £102.00

Inserts (leaflets) £265.00 £318.00
per 2300+ distribution 

All prices are subject to VAT at the current rate
Artwork: Please supply Hi-res cmyk PDFs to: jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Chamber Magazine 
Advertising Rates:

george Hayes 
Board Member

Westfields, Middlewich Road,
Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 1HZ

Tel: 0300 123 5500
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk

Photography that helps sell your products 
and services Northwest Photography are 

innovative, creative and affordable. 

1 The Courtyard 
Greenfield Farm Ind Est, Greenfield Rd,

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4TR
Tel : 01260 545040

Email: mike@northwestphotography.co.uk
www.northwestphotography.co.uk
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Richborough Estates was established 
in 2003 and specialises in promoting 

land across the UK for a change 
of use to housing.

Tel: 0121 633 4929 
Email: info@richboroughestates.co.uk

www.richboroughetates.co.uk

Would you like 
to take this space...

interested in becoming  
a Patron of the Chamber?
Please contact David Watson 

on 01260 540 570

Make Exporting to Russia Easy
meadowside, mountbatten Way, congleton, cheshire cW12 1DY
2nd May 2013 08.30 am – 12.30 pm

Thursday Thirty
malkins Bank Golf club, malkins Bank, Sandbach, cheshire cW11 4XN
23rd May 2013 08.30 am – 10.00 am

Annual Golf Day
Wychwood Park Golf club, Weston, crewe, cheshire cW2 5GP
11th June 2013 Registration 11.15 am

Thursday Thirty
congleton museum, market Square, congleton, cheshire cW12 1ET
4th July 2013 08.30 am – 10.00 am

Thursday Thirty
Barclays Bank plc, Radbroke Hall, Knutsford, cheshire WA16 9EU
15th August 2013 08.30 am – 10.00 am

Thursday Thirty
crossroads care cheshire East, Overton House, West Street, congleton
cheshire cW12 1JY
12th September 2013 08.30 am – 10.00 am

Chamber Open Day
congleton Town Hall, High Street, congleton, cheshire cW12 1ET 
26th September 2013 09.00 am – 14.00 pm

Thursday Thirty
Details to be confirmed
7th November 2013 08.30 am – 10.00 am

Christmas Lunch
Pecks Restaurants, Newcastle Road, congleton, cheshire cW12 4SB
6th December 2013 

Please email Jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk for further details and booking 
forms.

evenTs  
CALenDAR

Please 
note the 
change  
of date
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IT’S NEW... 
AND IT’S LOCAL!

Although the chamber legal Helpline has proved to be 
very popular with our members, our pride in our local 
businesses was at odds with the fact that the service was 
provided by legal advisers outside the area. Thanks to 
our new arrangements we are delighted to announce 
that the service is now provided through one of our  
own members.

Myers & Co, Solicitors, have taken over the operation of the 
Helpline so that members simply dial a local number for 15 
minutes of free advice, given by a lawyer with expertise in the 
relevant area of work. Where help is required beyond the 15 
minutes, it is provided at a special rate for Chamber members.

The Helpline is available from 9:00am to 5:30pm monday  
to Friday.  

All you need to do is call 01782 577000 quoting your chamber 
membership number to get the help your business  
and your employees need.

Congleton Link Road - 5www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Max Seating 
Number

2 
Hours

4 
Hours

8 
Hours

Main Hall 220* £74 £105 £175

Bridestone Suite 100* £50 £90 £140

Spencer Suite 26* £30 £50 £75

*Depends on seating arrangements  Prices exclude VAT
Full catering service available

CONgLETON TOWN HALL
perfect for large meetings, conferences, weddings and other festivities

Contact Sue/Andrea 01260 270350 EXT 6 
Please free to email us on info@congletontowncouncil.co.uk  
or visit www.congleton-tc.gov.uk

Special 

rateS for 

weekdayS

Fiona Bruce MP (Congleton) stands up  
for the proposed Congleton Link Road  
in Parliament supported by David Rutley  
MP (Macclesfield).

Opening her speech in Parliament, Congleton MP, Fiona Bruce drew 

the House’s attention to the proposed Northern Link Road; explaining 

that “The potential benefits had been excellently summed up in an 

appropriately titled document ‘The key to unlocking Cheshire East: 

Securing jobs and a future for the local economy’ which was produced 

by the forward thinking partnership of Congleton Business People and 

the East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce, collectively called the Link 2 

Prosperity Group.”

Fiona went on to say that “..the road would improve connectivity right 

across East Cheshire by improving links to Manchester Airport, the M60 

and the M6” and that “The benefits of the road involve far more than 

traffic improvements alone. Its route North of the town would open 

up much-improved access to industrial and business park sites that are 

small, land-locked, in poor condition and under-occupied, which means 

that existing businesses looking to expand are being forced to relocate.” 

Fiona highlighted that the improvements the Link Road would bring are 

also mentioned in Cheshire East Council’s draft development strategy; 

which states in the foreword that the Council has a “...a jobs-led strategy, 

supported by improved connectivity through sustainable infrastructure 

such as the… Congleton Link Road”. It then goes on to say that the 

strategy “...seeks to promote the right conditions for job growth-by 

boosting the delivery of existing major employment sites, improving 

connectivity and identifying new areas for future investment  

and expansion”.

Following her speech, Macclesfield MP, David Rutley added, “I agree 

wholeheartedly that the Congleton Link Road will be vital in improving 

connectivity in East Cheshire and stimulating economic growth”.

 As a result of the evidence gathered by the Link 2 Prosperity Group, 

which includes support from over 70 businesses and 950 local residents, 

Fiona Bruce MP has asked that this issue be raised by the Minister with 

colleagues in the Department of Transport in order to take the proposal 

to the next stage.

The key  
to unlocking 
Cheshire East
Securing jobs 
& a future for 
the local economy

“The Congleton link road 
would reduce the daily 
traffic congestion in the 
centre of Congleton that 
impedes businesses, 
residents and schools”
Fiona Bruce MP 

Main Hall photos courtesy of Victoria Hamilton Photography
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On June 6th Isabel and Andrew 
Burrows of Acorn Occupational 
Health ltd are cycling from 
Prestwick to the island of Skye.

The challenge will take place over 3 days:
Day 1  Prestwick to Inveraray (81 miles)
Day 2  Inveraray to Resipole (73 miles)
Day 3  Resipole to Portree (87 miles)

The intention is to raise as much money 
as possible for Ruby’s Fund. If you would 
like to donate please do so through 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/team/
AndyandIsabel

•  B2B referal scheme
•  Access to mailing lists
•  Use of Chamber logo
•  Membership certificate
•  Free legal helpline
•  Chamber HR package
•  Discounted vehicle hire
•   Competitive business  

& vehicle insurance
•  Networking events
•   Export document authorisation  

& international trade advice

•  Roadside rescue package
•   Low cost debt recovery service
•  Discounted training packages
•  Employee health scheme
•  Business awards
•  Annual golf day
•  Discounts on magazine advertising
•  A voice to local & central government
•  Free employment law audits
•   Membership of marketing club
•   Discounted merchant services
•  Telecoms solutions

22 REASONS TO JOIN 
THE CHAMBER!

Enjoy 
all thEsE BEnEfits as a ChamBEr mEmBEr

insurance

This is to certify that

is a member of the East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise

David WatsonChief Executive

East Cheshire

of commerce & enterprise

TMC strategic Communications

Children and young people with disabilities 
and additional needs often have difficulty 
finding safe, stimulating, accessible places 
to have fun and socialise. The centre will 
offer a safe, stimulating environment, giving 
individuals and groups the chance to explore 
and develop in an inclusive setting, which is 
also ideal for therapy, relaxation, education 
and most importantly friendship & fun.

Ruby’s Fund is a small non-profit making 
charity run by volunteers. We are reliant 
upon voluntary donations and local SkillShare 
support. With the generosity of our supporters 

we have raised over £50,000, but we still 
need to raise more to open our centre.

Please have a look at our website to see 
how you can support us with our mission. 
We regularly hold fundraising events and 
appreciate donations of prizes for raffles, 
auctions and tombola.

Rubyʼs Fund is thrilled to be East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce & Enterprise Charity  
of the Year. We are looking forward to a 
busy and productive 2013!

Help us to provide an inclusive sensory centre with a social cafe for 
children & young people with additional needs in congleton.

RAISINg
MONEY 
FOR RUBY’S 
FUND 

www.rubysfund.co.uk

£50,000RAISED SO FAR 

HELpINg AND IMpROvINg THE LIvES 
OF CHILDREN IN CONgLETON

I’m Tim Thomas-Peter, managing 
Director of Ambidect. We’re 
delighted to be up and running  
in Riverside. 

We are a software company like no 
other. We have created a unique 
way to develop a single software 
application that runs natively on  
any device or any platform.

Ambidect ltd, Riverside, mountbatten 
Way, congleton, cheshire cW12 1DY

t: 0845 467 1808
e: info@ambidect.com

To find out more about what we can 
do for you visit www.ambidect.com

Nerd Studios limited is a new 
Art and Design company located 
in congleton. 

We offer services including Brand 
Development, Graphic Design, 
Illustration and concept Art. Although 
we are a fairly young company, our 
client base is rapidly growing, and 
we have experience working with 
a range of businesses from initial 
start-ups through to international 
corporations. Our previous work has 
included; Packaging Design for Food 
and Drink Products, Brand Remits, 
Tender and Document Design, Video 
Game concept Art, Book Illustration, 
Website Design and more.

Nerd Studios, Riverside, mountbatten 
Way, congleton cW12 1DY

t: 01260 281 537
w: www.niceandnerdy.com

cheshire HR Service has completed 
its relocation to Riverside Offices 
at mountbatten Way, congleton. 

Earlier this month the service, which 
provides back-office HR services to 
NHS organisations including East 
cheshire NHS Trust, was acquired by 
global business process outsourcing 
partner arvato UK & Ireland.

Sally campbell, managing Director of 
cheshire HR Service, said: “The new 
office is light and spacious and suits 
our needs perfectly. Our employees 
have been made to feel very welcome 
and the Riverside team have been 
supportive and helped us to settle in”.

The centre is staffed by HR consultants, 
learning and Development and HR 
Administrative professionals and 
specialists with extensive experience in 
delivering people management services 
to the NHS and other organisations. 
Its services include Recruitment, HR IT 
Systems and Solutions, learning and 
Development and Employee Relations.

NEW TENANTS 
IN RIvERSIDE
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onCE AgAin soME of THE 
finEsT BusinEss PEoPLE 
PACkED inTo CRAnAgE HALL 
in HoLMEs CHAPEL on 22nD 
MARCH, foR THE AnnuAL 
EAsT CHEsHiRE CHAMBER 
of CoMMERCE BusinEss 
AWARDs. 

The awards have established themselves 
at the top of the Cheshire Business social 
calendar with 250 people attending.

Nominations were as strong as ever and  
new categories opened up opportunities  
for a wider range of businesses from 
different sectors to be nominated. There 
were 14 categories in all and the winners’ 
pictures can be seen on page 10.

The atmosphere in the room was buzzing 
and the enthusiasm never fails to amaze.

The list of dignitaries read like a who’s who  
of Cheshire with Lord Lieutenant of 
Cheshire, Mr David Briggs MBE, The Mayor 
of Cheshire East, Councillor George Walton 
and his wife Lady Mayoress Veronica Walton 
all in attendance. Our constituency MP Fiona 
Bruce was there supporting businesses as 
usual along with the Mayor of Congleton, 
Councillor Sally Holland and the Deputy 
Mayor, Councillor George Hayes. 

The evening was hosted by the Chief 
Executive of East Cheshire Chamber of 
Commerce, David Watson along with the 
Chamber Manager Jackie Randles and Board 
Member Tim McCloud, Managing Director  
of TMC Strategic Communications.

Cranage Hall, in association with Custom 
Productions Ltd, did a splendid job of 
preparing the room to a very high standard 
and fed the guests a wonderful meal of an 
Assiette of Starters, followed by Cheshire 
Blade of Beef then Profiteroles and 
Butterscotch Sauce to finish.

After the presentations guests danced away 
until the early hours.

“Thank you once again 
for working so hard to 
pull off such a fantastic 
event, which proved to be 
a wonderful showcase of 
some great talent in East 
Cheshire.
I had a fantastic time and 
thank you once again!!”
Cllr. George Hayes
Congleton Town Council

“Can I say thanks for Friday 
night, what a great event, great 
company and some really worthy 
winners, Ruby’s Fund stood out.
Once again thanks very much 
Cranage Hall did a great job.”
Adrian Pennington 
Plus Dane Group 

“Good evening...
...I am writing to thank you 
and Jackie for the excellent 
and hard work in arranging 
the Awards. It was as usual 
excellent so thanks very much”
Mike Doran
Plus Dane Housing Group Limited

“Thank you David and all 
involved for a great night 
on Friday. The finale for me 
of course was winning an 
award”
Tina Newnes
Silverdale Bathrooms Limited

“Just a short note to thank you.
The evening was, as ever, 
a wonderful night. You and the 
whole team at East Cheshire 
Chamber should be very proud 
of the awards evening. 
We and everyone else had  
a blast!!!” 
Darren Hesketh
Diamond Electronics

Insurance 
Consultants

County

Sphere UK
Full Colour Commercial Printers

WiTh ThAnks TO 
OuR sPOnsORs
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We are pleased to announce that Blue Bell BMW Crewe will 
be sponsoring ‘Nearest the Pin’. This year’s fantastic prize 
will be a day’s exciting driving at Oulton Park.  
Choose between two superb driving experiences:

• Drive the M3 and F1 Style Single seater with Racemaster
• Enjoy a double stint in the 420 bhp BMW with M3 Master.

chamber members  £60 + VAT per person
Non chamber members  £65 + VAT Per Person

Tuesday 11th June 2013  
midday onwards 
Wychwood Park Golf club, crewe
European PGA Tour Championship Course

DIAMOND ELECTRONICS
Business of the Year

| 2013 |

ALpS
Customer service

SILvERDALE BATHROOMS
Exporter of the Year

Dv8 BAR
Retailer of the Year

RUBY’S FUND
Charity of the Year

BLUE BELL BMW
sponsors Award

SpHERE
Business Partner

INDUCHEM LTD
innovation & Design

SpARKLE
new Business of the Year

pLUS DANE gROUp
Training Award

QUICK STEEL LTD
Manufacture of the Year

CONgLETON TOWN F.C.
Community Award

ACORN OCCUpATIONAL HEALTH
small Business of the Year

COME AND 
JOIN US 
At this year’s East Cheshire 
Chamber Annual Golf Day

sPOnsOReD BY BLue BeLL BMW CReWe

For more information please contact Jackie Randles 
on 01260 540570   EARLY BOOKING IS RECOMMENDED.

4 Golfers Per Team.....................
Putting Competition.....................

Longest Drive



insurancein association with the East Cheshire Chamber...

10% discount on all insurance policies for members
- personal and business insurance:

Personal Insurance

Car
Van

Home
Travel

Business Insurance

Public & Employers’ Liability
Office / Warehouse / Factory

Business Vehicles & Fleet
Commercial Combined

Benefits

Discounted insurance rates!
Local company,  

1st class service!
Free site visits if required!

Remember, this offer is open to your employees for personal insurance and of course your company for business insurance

So call the Chamber Insurance dedicated pone number of 0800 980 3466
or email sales@countyins.com and quote “Chamber Insurance”

East Cheshire Chamber Business of the Year 2012

Adverts - 13www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Plus Dane Group is a proud supporter of SkillShare, 
bringing business and charity together to make a 
BIG difference to communities across Cheshire.

 

Find out more about how your business can get involved by visiting 
www.cheshireskillshare.org.uk or email mail@cheshireskillshare.org.uk



The first quarter of this year has been a mix of both good and bad 
news for the area. 

Here at Riverside we have seen more uptakes on space being let. 
The latest tenant to move in has brought 60 employees with them 
which is, of course, fantastic news for Congleton. Let’s hope that these 
people become regular shoppers in our town centre.

There are companies that are expanding and others setting up new 
divisions of their existing businesses. Some of these will be highlighted 
soon when their official openings take place, so keep your eye open for 
further news developments.

Whilst all of this is very positive, the bad news that the work force is to 
be drastically reduced over the next three years at AstraZeneca is a body 
blow for the local economy. The Chamber will do whatever it can to help 
support any initiatives that are developed by the Company, the Local 
Authority and our neighbouring Chamber of Commerce in Macclesfield.

The Chamber continues to lobby for the “Congleton Link Road” 
supported by our MP, Fiona Bruce. An extract from Hansard (House 
of Commons daily debates - official report) quoting Fiona’s speech in 
Parliament on 26th March, making clear the case for the Link Road can 
be found on page 5 of this edition of CHAMBER. We are also taking our 
case directly to the house early in May, when a delegation of the Link 2 
Prosperity group will be travelling down to London to present a paper 
to a senior minister.

The Chamber networking events continue to be popular, especially the 
“Thursday 30” breakfast meetings. We now have venues booked for the 
rest of the year, but if you have a business or premises that you would 
like to showcase by hosting one of these events please register your 
interest with Jackie Randles to get your company on the host list. We are 
hoping that later in the year we will be having a joint networking meeting 
with South Cheshire Chamber and there are also plans for an event in 
the summer for another joint meeting with Macclesfield Chamber.

On page 20 you will see that we welcome our latest Patron Sponsor, 
Spiral Colour. We are delighted that Spiral Colour has made the 
decision to support the Chamber as sponsors and look forward 
to working with them over the coming months. There business is 
quite specialised and anyone looking for unique printing solutions is 
recommended to contact them.

You can also read on page 7 about our new Charity Of the Year, Ruby’s 
Fund, who won at the Business Awards. We will be supporting Ruby’s 
Fund with fund raising activities at the various events during the year.  
A report on the Business Awards can be found on pages 8, 9 and 10.

Finally, I would like to remind everyone of the Chamber Golf Day to be 
held on 11th June at Wychwood Park. Blue Bell BMW Crewe are again 
our main sponsors and a special prize of an exciting driving experience 
at Oulton Park is the reward for the “Nearest The Pin” competition. 
There will be other prizes on the day and there will be a putting 
competition before play commences at 1.00pm. Dinner and prize 
presentations will follow the golf and it is hoped that we will see 
the usual enthusiastic turn out to challenge the course. 

David Watson

Comments

www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
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Welcome to 
our new members

Ambidect Ltd
Tim Thomas-Peter – 01260 270092

Riverside, Mountbatten Way, Congleton,
Cheshire CW12 1DY

www.ambidect.com
Software Development

Can Do HR Ltd
Steve Bloor – 08452 508339

Fawfield Green Cottage,
Fawfieldhead, Longnor, Buxton,

Derbyshire SK17 0LD

www.hrdept.co.uk
HR Services

Cheshire Prestige Cars
Nicky Rushton – 01625 415981

St Ann’s House, Parsonage Green,
Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 1HG

www.cheshireprestigecars.co.uk
Used Car Sales

Global Film Makers 
Derek D’Arcy - 01270 877381

Rookery View, Pexhill Road, Henbury,
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 9PY

www.globalfilmmakers.com
Online Commercials

LOL Foundation
Peter Aston – 01260 280212

c/o 3 Ullswater Road, Congleton,  
Cheshire CW12 4LX

www.lol-foundation.org
Charity

Lyon & Co LLP
Rob Shemilt – 01270 882086

14 Crewe Road, Alsager,  
Stoke- On- Trent ST7 2ES

www.lyonco.co.uk
Commercial Finance

Malkins Bank Golf Club
Rob Mayor - 01270 765931
Betchton Road, Sandbach,

Cheshire CW11 4XN

www.malkinsbankgolfclub.co.uk
Golf Club

My Babytime
Charlotte Beardmore – 07590 025253
21 Oakworth Close, Woodland Park,

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4UU

www.mybabytime.co.uk
Baby Activity Classes

Neon Freight
Ian Mallon – 01477 668003

16 The Square, Holmes Chapel,
Cheshire CW4 7AB

www.neonfreight.co.uk
Freight Forwarders

Quicksteel
Alex Ashmore – 01606 862225

11 Dalton Way, Middlewich,
Cheshire CW12 4LX

www.quicksteelltd.co.uk
Joinery Manufacturers

Ruby’s Fund
Allison Parr – 07538 230706

92 Leek Road, Congleton,
Cheshire CW12 3HX

www.rubysfund.co.uk
Charity

This Agency
Oliver Mason – 01260 291244

Sunnyside, New Road, Moreton,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4RU

www.thisagency.uk.com
Marketing Communications

Thompson Wright Ltd
Jeremy Bostock – 01782 613141

Ebenezor House, Ryecroft, Newcastle-Under-Lyme,
Staffordshire ST5 2BE

www.thompsonwright.co.uk
Accountants

Unique Labels & Ribbons (UK) Ltd
Gary Shipman – 01260 276251

9 John Bradshaw Court, Alexandria Way,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1LB

www.theuniquegroup.com
Label and Ribbon Supplier

Wychwood Park Golf Course
Joanne Horobin – 01270 820336
Wychwood Park, Weston, Crewe,

Cheshire CW2 5GP
www.deverevenues.co.uk

Golf Course

SUppORTINg CONgLETON TOWN FC
congleton Town Fc was the proud recipient of the 
community Award at the recent chamber Business Awards. 

The Club demonstrated exceptional input into the local community and 
is delighted to have achieved such recognition. The last few years have 
been a period of real transformation for the Club with ground and stadium 
improvements, a new junior soccer school and the development of new 
charity partnerships and business sponsorships.

Chamber Member, Nigel Moorhouse, of Roman Lodge Estates Ltd, a Club 
Director, said, ‘This Award is a reflection of the contribution made by a large 
number of enthusiastic and talented volunteers connected with Congleton 
Town Football Club who have helped it to generate strong working 
relationships with businesses and voluntary organisations in East Cheshire.’ 
The team of players are doing well with a fine run of recent wins, and of 
course, has real promotion aspirations to move up the leagues.

As everyone knows, a successful football club is good for the community 
and economy, so strong links with the business community are a win-win for 
everyone concerned. Chamber members are therefore invited to become 
a co-sponsor – sponsorship opportunities are available at a range of levels 
and figures – from the very modest to well, the sky’s the limit, it’s over to you!

Fiona Bruce MP says: “congratulations to congleton Town Football club 
on winning the chamber’s community Award this year, which is well 
deserved. The club is becoming an increasingly key part of the town’s 
community life. I thoroughly enjoy going to matches, where there is 
always a warm welcome and encourage anyone who has not attended 
to go along to Booth Street and support them there.”

Congleton Town FC would like to thank The Chamber for their recognition 
of the role the Football Club has in its community.

It has been a clear demonstration of how businesses and charities can work 
together, and, as Gillian Jones, Manager, says, “It’s not all about the money”. 

Since we won the award, we have built great relationships with other businesses 
who have helped us throughout the year. What has been apparent is 
that there are many businesses that want to make a contribution to the 
community but don’t know what is needed, or how they can help. 

Over the year, Friends for Leisure has received the proceeds from many 
Chamber events, and now the 2013 Business Awards evening. We would 
like to thank all those individuals and local businesses who so generously 
donated prizes and took part so enthusiastically in the raffles and auctions. 

We would also like to congratulate Ruby’s Fund on receiving the award this 
year and hope that they benefit as much as we have and enjoy the year as 
much. It’s been a great privilege. 

M X

C - 69%
M - 14%
Y - 0%
K - 0%

C - 0%
M - 0%
Y - 0%
K - 85%

A BIg 
THANK 
YOU
Friends for leisure was 
delighted to be chosen 
as charity of the Year 
by the East cheshire 
chamber of commerce 
in 2012.

Gillian Jones - Friends for leisure, 
Jamie Brelsford - Spiral colour and David Watson

For more information please contact Nigel moorhouse on 07720 635726

Butties/Buffets in a Hurry
Guy Holden – 07717 676926

Flat 1, Lakeland Lodge, Rudyard, Leek, Staffordshire ST13 8PG

Catering
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Working with you to help  
your business grow

• Accounts Preparation 

• Tax Advice 

• Business Planning 

• Audits 

• Capital Raising 

• Succession and Disposal 

• Financial Planning 

• Investments and Pensions 

• Management Accounts 

• Payroll 

At Howard Worth we know how important it is to develop strong 

relationships with you. We build up an extensive understanding 

of your business so that as well as preparing your accounts we 

work alongside you to help add real value to your business and 

bottom line. 

For more details contact: nantwich@howardworth.co.uk

Howard Worth, Bank Chambers, 3 Churchyardside,  
Nantwich, Cheshire, CW5 5DE

Telephone: 01270 626162   www.howardworth.co.uk

BUSINESS DOCTORS CHESHIRE

Riverside, Mountbatten Way, Congleton E kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk
W businessdoctors.co.uk/Cheshire

07801 399 508

THURSDAY 
THIRTY
Since launching the “Thursday 
Thirty” meetings in October of 
last year, they have gone on 
from strength to strength. 

meetings have now been held at 
Bon-o-Phool restaurant, Fellowship 
House, home of the charity Visyon, 
Beech House where Adullam Housing 
are based, congleton Town Football 
club and the latest at congleton Town 
Hall. Venues have now been secured 
for the rest of 2013, some of which are 
very interesting places to meet at for  
a networking meeting.

As the first 30 people to respond  
to the invitation are those that will 
attend we get a different group of 
businesses at each meeting. Watch 
out for may’s location, and make sure 
to book early as this one is going to  
be very well supported!!! THE ULTIMATE 

NETWORK 
EXpERIENCE
What a way to network! The 
April chamber Network meeting 
was a real show stopper.

Delegates met at Blue Bell BMW Crewe and 
were treated to a continental breakfast and 
a chance to view some of the BMW range in 
the showroom. Once everyone was registered 
(and had their driving licences checked for 
points tally! ) they were ushered over to a 
collection of cars parked outside and asked to 
choose their first choice of car they wished to 
drive on the route through leafy Cheshire to 
Wychwood Park.

There were 10 models from the BMW and 
MINI range including a brand new BMW 330 
“M” Sport touring and the new MINI model,  
the “PACEMAN”. 

At lunch time they arrived at Wychwood Park 
and were treated to a wonderful buffet lunch 
and a guided tour of the facilities that they 
have to offer there, both with The Hotel and 
the Golf Club.

It was then time to start the journey back to 
Blue Bell’s Crewe showroom where the next 
surprise was in store. Whilst the delegates had 
been enjoying their drive the team at Blue Bell 
had valeted their cars for them!

A great day was had by all and we 
would like to thank Barry Holt, Dealer 
Principal at Blue Bell BmW crewe, for 
his kind generosity in sponsoring the 
day for our chamber members.

REAL TIME INFORMATION
 
PAYE - Real Time Information is here!!
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce hosted a Real Time Information seminar presented by 
Andy McGory from HMRC on 4th April. The meeting was very well attended by many businesses 
and the lively question and answer time proved to be very helpful to all.

From April 6th 2013 employers must start sending PAYE information to HMRC in real time.
This means sending details to HMRC every time you pay an employee, at the time you pay them.

For further information regarding RTI please visit www.hmrc.gov.uk/rti 
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gERMAN AND FRENCH 
STUDENTS 2013
The students have work study placements in congleton 
with Tax Assistant Accountants, Thrive creative, Opening 
Doors, congleton chronicle newspaper, North West 
Photography, congleton library and Douglas mcmillan 
Hospice charity shop in Biddulph.

There have also been Norwegian students with placements in Congleton at 
Daven School, Astbury Mere Care Home and The Laurels Care Home. 
They are all staying with local Host Families. During their stay in Congleton 
they receive English Business Language lessons.

All placements, business lessons and host families are provided by 
Optimum Social Care Initiatives Limited, a Congleton business that is 
bringing European interest to Congleton and the surrounding area. 

part of your solution

call us today on 01270 761111 or visit www.tinsdills.co.uk

Hanley • Leek • Newcastle • Sandbach

Commercial Dispute Resolution
Working together with you to achieve the right outcome

Small fleet. Big needs. Blue bell launches Business Partnership  
to put smaller companies on the right track.

Blue Bell BMW and Blue Bell MINI Crewe have 
officially launched a ground-breaking Business 
Partnership scheme, especially designed to 
put small to medium companies on the road 
to success in style.

The unique BMW/MINI Business Partnership 
offers a bespoke, tailored lease service for 
companies with fleets of less than 50 vehicles, 
and underlines Blue Bell’s commitment to 
supporting the local business community and 
encouraging success.

The new service, which offers models 
across the BMW/MINI range, also provides 
companies with the benefits of luxury 
mobile office facilities thanks to a new 
partnership with Regus, the world’s leading 
provider of flexible workspaces. Each 
new Business Partnership customer will 
receive complimentary 12-month Regus 
Businessworld Gold Card membership, giving 
them access to professional business lounges 
and meeting rooms equipped with the latest 
technology at 150 locations across the UK.

BMW Corporate Sales Manager Bernard 
Rooney and MINI Local Development 
Business Manager Michael Sayward are on 
hand to keep local companies up to date 
with important regulation changes and offer 
invaluable expert advice on maintaining 
maximum business user efficiency. 

Michael commented: “The BmW Business 
Partnership is a fantastic new opportunity 
for local small and medium sized businesses. 
These companies are the heartbeat of our 
vibrant and diverse business community.
We are dedicated to supporting local growth 
and the Business Partnership is designed 
specifically to help those companies where 
cost saving and maximising efficiency are 
crucial to survival and success.”

For information about the benefits of 
the BMW and MINI Business Partnership 
programme or to search for cars based on 
either a monthly payment or by model, visit 
Blue Bell’s latest contract hire offers at www.
bmwbusinesspartnership.co.uk

DISCOVER HOW

APPRENTICESHIPS

CAN BE GOOD

FOR YOUR BUSINESS
01606 734000
www.totalpeople.co.uk
info@totalpeople.co.uk

Recruiting An Apprentice

Getting Started
01 Raise a vacancy

03 Select the right person

02 Receive the applications

04 Start the Apprenticeship

Wages

£2.65
From 1st October 2012, 
employers must pay 
Apprentices at least 
£2.65/hour.

Eligibility

16+ over. 

Apprenticeships are open 
to anybody aged 16 and 

16-18 year olds are 
100% funded

.

FREE Recruitment

£0
Total People can help you 
to recruit an Apprentice 
with our FREE vacancy
service.

BLUE BELL CREWE

For further information, quotations or to test drive a BMW visit Blue Bell Crewe  
on Fourth Avenue, Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire, CW1 6XH or for MINI please visit  
Blue Bell MINI Crewe on Gateway, Crewe, CW1 6YY, You can also contact the BMW  
team on 01270 212525 or MINI 01270 214800.

German and French students with David Watson, Chairman, East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce.



O�cial fuel consumption figures in mpg (l/100km) New Kuga Titanium 2.0 TDCi FWD 6-speed Manual: 
urban 44.8 (6.3), extra urban 60.1 (4.7), combined 53.3 (5.3). O�cial CO2 emission 139.0g/km. Subject to status. 
Guarantees/indemnities may be required. Example excludes VAT and is based on a yes non-maintained agreement. Profile 3+35, payment in advance of £740.19 + VAT monthly 
rentals plus VAT, followed by £249 + VAT monthly rentals plus VAT, with a mileage of 12000 Per annum miles per annum. Vehicles must be returned in good condition and within 
agreed mileage, otherwise further charges will be incurred. Prices correct at the time of going to print and are subject to change without notice. Subject to availability while stocks 
last. Not available with any other promotion. Ford Contract Hire is provided by ALD Automotive Ltd trading as Ford Lease, Oakwood Park, Lodge Causeway, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 
3JA.

Burns Garages Limited
Canal Street, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 3AA
01260 273 553

CAN A CAR
F I T  Y O U R  B U S I N E S S  A S  W E L L  A S  Y O U R  F I N A N C E S ?

FORD LEASE
ford.co.uk

£249 PER MONTH Ford Contract Hire for 
Business users only.

FORD NEW KUGA TITANIUM 2.0 TDCI FWD 6-SPEED 
MANUAL

www.burnsgarages.co.uk
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Unit 1 Martin Court, Rear 12-12a West Street, Congleton, CW12 1JR
01260 280001    info@bluespotcomputers.com    Blue Spot Repairs @Computer__Shop

Business IT Support 
from £19.95* per month
• REMOTE DESKTOP SUPPORT WITH A TRAINED ENGINEER
• ONSITE ENGINEER VISIT WITHIN 48 HOURS 
• NO CALL-OUT CHARGE 
*Initial assessment of your computer system/network at a fixed cost of £34.95 is required before entering 
any support agreement. Prices are based on 16 hours labour per year (on-site and/or workshop) 
for businesses based within a 35mile radius of Congleton. 

Virus Removal Repairs & Fault
Diagnosis

Equipment Set-up Software
Installation

Troubleshooting Data 
Recovery

 MALKINS BANK GOLF CLUB

T: 01270 765931  W: www.malkinsbankgolfclub.co.uk

Pop in just for a coffee or have a meal, why not try our famous
Sunday breakfast whilst reading our complimentary newspapers

Then the The club is something you should 
definitely consider.

So what does being a club member mean for you? 
The club provides 1:1 consultancy with an experienced 
marketeer every 3 months. Plus you and your staff will be 
eligible to attend our bespoke workshop program, which 
provides guidance on current marketing issues and hot topics. 
Telephone support also comes as part of the package.

The best bit is that as a chamber member you are entitled 
to our discounted rate of just £100 per month (+VAT). 

If you would like to join the club, or even just want to have a 
chat about how the club can help your business then just give 
us a call on 01260 295 700 and ask to speak with Tim. 
Or email tim@wearetmc.co.uk

www.wearetmc.co.uk
EXclUSIVE

OFFER
FOR cHAmBER

mEmBERS

JOIN
THE CLUB

Expand your marketing team  
by Joining ‘The Club’

Are you looking for regular marketing 
advice… but don’t have a huge budget?

Do you want to find out more about 
Twitter, SEO or branding... but don’t 
know where to start?



BMW | MINI 
Business Partnership
YOUR COMPANY BENEFITS.

For more information on any BMW or MINI contact Phil Barratt (Wilmslow) on 01625 529955 or 
Bernard Rooney (Crewe) on 01270 212525.

No prizes for guessing the ‘Best Compact Executive
Car 2012’, as chosen by ‘What Car?’

It is, after all, a title the BMW 3 Series has retained for the
last seven years. What might come as a surprise is that 
this award winning performance and class-leading 
fuel efficiency is available for business users with 
the BMW 320d M Sport Saloon for as little as 
£298.98 (ex. VAT) per month, plus deposit*.

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW & MINI range: Urban: 14.6-67.3mpg (19.3-4.2l/100km). Extra Urban: 26.2-80.7mpg
(10.8-3.5l/100km). Combined: 20.3-74.3mpg (13.9-3.8l/100km). CO2 emissions 325-99g/km.
Offer available to business users only. Figures exclude VAT at 20%. *BMW 320d EfficientDynamic Saloon is based on a 36 month Contract Hire agreement, deposit £1,793.88 plus VAT, contract mileage 30,000 miles and 
excess mileage charge of 11.48p per mile plus VAT. †MINI Cooper D Hatch is based on a 36 month Contract Hire agreement, deposit £1,254.00 plus VAT, contract mileage 30,000 miles and excess mileage charge of 7.13p per
mile plus VAT. At the end of each agreement you must return the vehicle. Subject to status and in the UK only (not the Channel Islands or Isle of Man). Individuals must be 18 or over. A guarantee may be required. The amount of
VAT you can reclaim depends on your business VAT status. Rentals may change if VAT rate changes during agreement. Hire provided by BMW Financial Services, Bartley Way, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9UF. Offer expires 
30 June 2013. We commonly, but not exclusively, introduce customers to BMW Financial Services. This introduction does not amount to independent financial advice.

The MINI Cooper D Countryman remains 
among the most tax-efficient vehicles 
for your fleet. 

With CO2 emissions of just 115g/km, the 
Cooper D Countryman achieves 18% BIK and
fuel-efficiency up to 64.2mpg (combined).
Business users can enjoy the everyday hero for
just £209.00 (ex. VAT) per month, plus deposit†.

Blue Bell Corporate
Manchester Road, Wilmslow, Cheshire SK9 2LE   Tel: 01625 529955   www.bluebellgroup.co.uk

Fourth Avenue, Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6XH   Tel: 01270 212525   www.bluebellgroup.co.uk

Blue Bell. Get to know us.
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