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Our local decentralised model enables 
a bespoke approach to our customers’ 

requirements; whether commercial facilities 
for business, personal banking or flexible 

home mortgages.

Handelsbanken Wilmslow, G10, Blackbox,  
Beech Lane, Wilmslow SK9 5ER 

Tel: 01625 529 296 
www.handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow
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Providing affordable and flexible office 
space in Riverside, Congleton town centre. 

Suites available from 1 person  
up to 50 person on traditional  

or all-inclusive contracts.  
Contact Ed Lockyer 01260 272486

Magnus Limited, Sovereign Court, 
King Edward Street, Macclesfield, 

Cheshire SK10 1AF
Tel: 01625 422065

Email: info@magnusuk.com
www.magnusuk.com

If you’re looking for BMW Sales, Service, 
Parts or require an Approved body repair, 

call into Blue Bell or visit  
www.thebluebellgroup.co.uk

Blue Bell BMW Crewe, Fourth Avenue, 
Weston Road, Crewe, Cheshire CW1 6XH

Tel: 01270 212525
www.bluebellbmw.co.uk

Berisfords are the UK’s largest producer  
of Ribbons, Bows and Trimmings. Innovation, 

Quality and Service are the key to their success 
as one of the few remaining British 

Textile Manufacturers.

PO Box 2, Thomas Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1EF

Tel: 01260 274011
Email: office@berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

www.berisfords-ribbons.co.uk

Business Doctors gives your business the 
ability to develop and grow.

Our expert advice and friendly, practical 
support within the Cheshire area, can help 

you to achieve your vision and beyond.

Riverside Mill, Mountbatten Way,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Tel: 0845 293 8466
Email: kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk

www.businessdoctors.co.uk

TMC Strategic Communications provides 
traditional & digital marketing solutions 

with a reputation for delivering 
successful business growth 

and client retention strategies. 

8 John Bradshaw Court, Alexandria Way, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1LB

Tel: 01260 295 700
Email: hello@wearetmc.co.uk

www.wearetmc.co.uk

Total People is a leading training provider 
for Apprenticeships and work-based 

learning in the North West. In partnership 
with local businesses, we can help 

you develop your work force.’

Group House, King Street Industrial Estate, 
Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 9LZ

Tel: 01606 734 000
Email: paul.johnson@totalpeople.co.uk

www.totalpeople.co.uk

Spiral Colour has been set up to provide 
its customers with a suite of print related 

services with the aim to provide only  
the highest quality end product.

Augustus Mill, Buckley Street, 
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6UH

Tel: 01625 435130
Email: sales@spiralcolour.co.uk

We maximise investment in 
neighbourhoods to enhance people’s 
quality of life, opportunity and choice.

Shepherds Mill, Worrall Street,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DT

Tel: 01260 281037
www.neighbourhoodinvestor.com 

Hammond McNulty provides first class 
accounting and business services and 
has set up specialists within the firm to 
concentrate on Financial Planning and 

Human Resources.

Bank House, Market Square,
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1ET

Tel: 01260 279622
www.h-m.co.uk

Reliance Medical, manufacturing  
and distributing quality medical  
devices to the UK and beyond.

The Radnor Building,
Radnor Park Trading Estate, Back Lane, 

Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4XP
Tel: 08456 448808  

Email: sales@reliancemedical.co.uk
www.reliancemedical.co.uk

Dane Mill is an eighteenth century  
silk mill converted into a local business 

centre providing office and light industrial 
accommodation for over thirty businesses.

Dane Mill Business Centre, 
Boradhurst Lane, Congleton,

Cheshire CW12 1LA
Tel: 01260 297 388

Email: info@romanlodge.com
www.danemill.co.uk

If it has to be special,  
then it has to be Pecks.

The perfect place to impress your 
business guests at lunch or dinner.

Newcastle Road, Moreton, 
Nr. Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4SB

Tel: 01260 275161
Email: info@pecksrest.co.uk

www.pecksrest.co.uk

Myers & Co is a leading solicitors practice 
specialising in services to owner managed 
businesses. Our professional and friendly 

team take a pragmatic approach and 
deliver value for money.

33-43 Price St, Stoke-on-Trent ST6 4EN
Tel: 01782 577000

Email: info@myerssolicitors.co.uk
www.myerssolicitors.co.uk

Westfields, Middlewich Road,
Sandbach, Cheshire CW11 1HZ

Tel: 0300 123 5500
www.cheshireeast.gov.uk

Richborough Estates was established 
in 2003 and specialises in promoting 

land across the UK for a change 
of use to housing.

Tel: 0121 633 4929 
Email: info@richboroughestates.co.uk

www.richboroughetates.co.uk

NKC Group offer unrivalled Technology and 
IT Consultancy services UK wide. With over 25 
years combined experience with a wide range 

of hardware and software packages. NKC 
Group are confident with their knowledge and 
professional approach they have an effective 

solution to meet your needs.

1A Bridge Street, Congleton, 
Cheshire CW12 1AY
Tel: 01260 217917

RVM provides vehicle solutions for clients & 
businesses. Based in Cheshire our expertise 

& knowledge spans nationally, supplying 
& fulfilling a full range of Business Fleet 

Requirements & Personal Contracts.

The Old Smithy, Brooks Lane, Middlewich, 
Cheshire CW10 0JH

Tel: 0844 870 8349 (Local Rate)
Email: sales@ reliancevm.co.uk

www.reliancevm.co.uk

“Providing the people and businesses 
of Congleton and surrounds with a legal 
experience that is positively different.”

Riverside, Mountbatten Way,  
Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1DY

Tel: 01260 282351
www.sasdaniels.co.uk

Interested in 
becoming  
a Patron of  

the Chamber?
Please contact David Watson 

on 01260 540 570



East Cheshire Chamber Head Office
Riverside, Mountbatten Way, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY. 
Tel: 01260 540570   Fax: 0845 6766376   www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

david.watson@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
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Thursday Thirty  4th June 2015  08:30 am – 10:00 am
Congleton College, Box Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 4NS

Access to Finance  16th June 2015   09.30 am – 15.45 pm
Boardroom, Riverside, Mountbatten Way, Congleton CW12 1DY 

Annual Golf Day  24th June 2015  Details to be confirmed
Vale Royal Abbey Golf Club, Vale Royal Drive, Whitegate, Northwich
Cheshire CW8 2BA

Thursday Thirty  16th July 2015  08:30 am – 10:00 am
Neon Freight Ltd, George and Dragon, Middlewich Road, Holmes Chapel, 
Cheshire  CW4 7EA

Thursday Thirty  20th August 2015  08:30 am – 10:00 am
Carers Trust 4 All, Overton House, West Street, Congleton CW12 1JY

Thursday Thirty  1st October 2015  08:30 am – 10:00 am
SAS Daniels, Meadowside, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Clay Pigeon Shoot  14th October 2015  Details to be confirmed
Cloudside Shooting Ground, Red Lane, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 3QG

Thursday Thirty  12th November 2015  08:30 am – 10:00 am
Inspiration Matters, Meadowside, Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Christmas Lunch  4th December 2015  
Pecks Restaurant, Newcastle Road, Moreton, Congleton, Cheshire

Events can be found on our website ‘Events Page’ www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk
Please email Jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk for further details and booking form

p14
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Before I started writing this editions 
report I looked back to the August 
2010 edition to remind myself of 
what I wrote following the previous 
General Election.

There I found on the same page a 
picture of myself with Fiona Bruce,  
the newly elected Member of Parliament 
for the Congleton Constituency. Since 
then Fiona has worked tirelessly in 
that role and has been a tremendous 
support to businesses of all sizes during 
the last 5 years. The East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce would like to 
congratulate her on her reselection and 
state that we look forward to continuing 
working closely with Fiona in the coming 
months and years.

Also in that edition I reported how the 
newly elected coalition government 
planned to abolish the Regional 
Development Agencies and replace 
them with Local Enterprise Partnerships. 
This has moved forward significantly 
and the Cheshire and Warrington 
Enterprise Partnership is firmly in place.

You may notice that this edition of 
CHAMBER is somewhat thicker than 
previous magazines; in fact it has more 
pages than ever. This reflects that we 
are having ever more enquiries to take 
advertising space and we have more 
news to report. On page 5 the list of  
new members is 23 strong and we  
have had more applications to join  
East Cheshire Chamber in the last 
quarter than in any previous. 

Networking is still based around our 
Thursday Thirty events and each one 
gets booked up very quickly. If you 
looking for network opportunities then 
I would recommend that you come 
along to one of these events as a guest 
before making the decision to join East 
Cheshire Chamber.

Our Golf Day on June 24th is again to be 
held at Vale Royal Abbey. This follows on 
from the success of last year when we 

moved to Vale Royal Abbey for the first 
time. Once again Blue Bell BMW are our 
major sponsors for the ”Nearest  The 
Pin” prize of a MINI for the weekend and 
other sponsors will be supporting the 
Putting Competition and Longest Drive. 
Bookings are already coming in, so if 
you are interested in playing contact 
Jackie Randles as soon as possible to 
secure your place or book in a team. 

The Business Awards held in March 
were again a great success. A capacity 
audience at Cranage Hall were 
welcomed by the Chancellor, George 
Osborne who very kindly videoed a 
message which was projected on the 
five screens around the Stephenson 
Suite, the largest of the suites that are 
available at the venue. The top award 
of Business of the Year went to Pulse 
Fitness of Congleton who not only took 
away the trophy but also announced 
that a new contract valued at £45 million 
had been awarded on the same day.

On page 21 you can read the report on 
the Clay Pigeon Shoot that was held at 
Cloudside Shooting Ground last month. 
The shoot was sponsored by Berisfords 
Ribbons and our new Chamber Charity 
of the Year benefited from the proceeds. 
Another shoot will be held in the 
autumn, this time to be sponsored by 
Business Doctors.

If you would like to receive further 
information about taking up 
membership of East Cheshire Chamber 
have a look at our website  
www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk 
or call us on 01260540 570.

www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

David Watson

Comments

The Chamber Magazine

Tatton Estate Management Ltd

Tel: 01565 654 107
10-12 Canute Place, Knutsford, Cheshire, WA16 6BH  

Tatton Estate is the largest private landowner in east 
Cheshire, responsible for several thousand acres of land 
and around 500 residential and commercial properties 

mainly in the S. Manchester/M56 corridor

www.tattonestate.com

Davenham Trade Solutions

Tel: 0161 832 8484
55 King Street, Manchester, M2 4LQ

Davenham Trade Solutions are specialist providers  
of trade finance to the SME sector, enabling 
businesses to quickly turn orders into profit 

by looking beyond the balance sheet.

www.davenhamtradesolutions.co.uk

Prospero Accounting Ltd

Tel: 0161 242 7189
Lowry House, 17 Marble Street, Manchester, M2 3AW

Professional chartered accountants, registered auditors 
and business advisers. Our primary focus is on helping 
our clients grow whilst maximising profits, improving 

cash flow and achieving business goals.

www.prosperoaccounting.com

Cheshire Photography Company

Tel: 07932 807820
Broken Cross,  Macclesfield, Cheshire

Ranging from photographs of the products you sell 
through to your staff who sell it, we can help you 

promote your business and products with the passion 
and energy that your business deserves. We work with 
businesses of all sizes, so please do not be afraid to ask 
us for a quote. No business is ever too small to benefit 

from our professional photography.

www.cheshirephotographycompany.co.uk

Kidneys For Life

Carol Bonham – 077148 64833
Renal Unit, Manchester Royal Infirmary, Oxford Road, 

Manchester, M13 9WL

Based at MRI, Kidneys for Life supports kidney patients, 
adults and children, throughout the North West and 

funds prime level research projects within the hospital 
focussing on early detection of kidney disease, improving 

current dialysis and transplantation treatments and 
prolonging the life of a transplanted kidney.

www.kidneysforlife.org

Welcome to 
our new members
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Butters John Bee

Tel : 01260 280000
9 High Street, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1BN

Butters John Bee are a Multi Disciplined Independent 
Property Consultants, Auctioneers, Estate Agents 

& Chartered Surveyors throughout Cheshire, 
Staffordshire and Shropshire.

www.buttersjohnbee.com

The National Apprenticeship Service

Tel: 0161 261 0319
3rd Floor, Piccadilly Gate, Store Street, 

Manchester, M1 4WD

The National Apprenticeship Service, 
part of the Skills Funding Agency, is the government 
agency that coordinates apprenticeships in England 

and provides impartial advice.

www.apprenticeships.gov.uk

Mackenzie Marketing Ltd

Tel: 01625 537943
Suite 5, 3 Grove Street, Wilmslow, Cheshire, SK9 1DU

We are our clients’ outsourced marketing team - 
everything from strategic planning, PR, event organisation, 

copywriting, blogging, newsletters and social media.

www.mackenziemarketing.co.uk

Sykes CA Ltd

Tel: 01260 281181
 Glenbar, Reades Lane, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 3LL

Robin Sykes is an experienced tax adviser who 
provides tax advice and support to professionals, 

businesses and private clients.

www.sykesca.co.uk

o.uk

Synergy Automation Ltd

Tel: 0044 7803 207 857
Holmes Chapel, Crewe, Cheshire East CW4 7AT

Synergy Automation provide leading edge automation 
solutions specialising in Beckhoff hardware along 

with TwinCAT 2 and TwinCAT 3 software for all 
industrial control industries.

www.synergy-automation.co.uk

Eaton Bank Academy

Tel: 01260 273000
Jackson Road, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1NT

At Eaton Bank Academy we are working to ensure 
that each child is able to maximise their potential 

within a supportive and caring environment.

www.eatonbankacademy.org

Nortek Technical Furniture Systems Ltd

Tel: 01260 298321
Vale Business Centre, Priesty Fields, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 4AQ

Nortek technical Furniture Systems Ltd is the UK’s leading 
supplier of innovative technical furniture for both Industry 

and Education. If you are looking for a furniture solution for 
your business or school please do not hesitate to contact us. 

www.nortekgroup.co.uk

West Heath Pharmacy

Tel: 01260 289248
West Heath Shopping Centre, Holmes Chapel Road, 

Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 4NB

Specialising in Travel Health, we provide a one-stop 
shop including administration of vaccines and supply of 
antimalarials, as well as providing bespoke health advice 

for your destinations, both business and pleasure. 

www.westheathpharmacy.co.uk

Sandbach School 

Tel: 01270 758870
Sandbach School, Crewe Road, Sandbach, Cheshire,  

CW11 3NS

Sandbach School is an 11-16 all boy Academy with a 
high performing mixed Sixth Form. It has 1250 students 
on roll and has recently been rated as a ‘Good’ school in 

all categories by Ofsted.

enquiries@sandbachschool.org

Ainscough Strategic Land Ltd

Tel: 01942 269791
Oakland House, 21 Hope Carr Road, Leigh,  

Lancashire, WN7 3ET

Ainscough Strategic Land Ltd is a niche land and 
property company specialising in securing value 
enhancing planning permissions and maximising  

sales receipts.

www.ainscoughstartegicland.co.uk

Age UK Cheshire East

Tel: 01625 612958
New Horizons Centre, Henderson Street, Macclesfield, 

Cheshire, SK11 6RA

We are a local charity supporting older people in 
Cheshire East to love later life

www.ageukcheshireeast.org

Unifyu Ltd

Tel: 0121 227 8037
12 Abbeyvale Close, Weston, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 5RR

Take Your Business Communications to the 
Next Level with UnifyU.

     www.unifyu.co.uk

Payment Sense

Tel: 0808 2849639
Flat 15, 124 Moss Lane, Sandbach, Cheshire, CW11 3JX

Paymentsense helps small and medium businesses save 
money on their card processing every single day. 

www.paymentsense.com

Ewbank Products Ltd

Tel: 01260 272132
Eaton Bank Trading Estate, Varey Road, Congleton, 

Cheshire, CW12 1PJ

Ewbank has over 130 years of expertise in developing 
and manufacturing domestic cleaning appliances.

www.ewbank.co.uk

Cheshire Without Abuse

Tel: 01270 250391
Mill House, Brook Street, Crewe, Cheshire, CW2 7DE

Cheshire Without Abuse (CWA) formerly known 
as Crewe Women’s Aid was founded by the late Lily 

Jones in 1977 to provide temporary accommodation, 
advice and practical help to women and children 

escaping domestic abuse.

www.cheshirewithoutabuse.org.uk

Brighter Bills

Tel: 0843 2211133
Manor House, Manor Lane, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire, 

CW4 8AF

Brighter Bills offer everything that your business 
needs to communicate and connect.

www.brighterbills.co.uk

Derek Rose Ltd

Tel: 01260 296700
Victor Mill, Worrall Street, Congleton, Cheshire, CW12 1DT

Derek Rose is a family business of three generations 
working together to make the very best nightwear, 

loungewear and underwear. Derek Rose care greatly 
about quality, customer service and design.

www.derek-rose.com

Route 2 Take Ltd

Tel: 0161 929 6550
Ollerbarrow House, 209 – 211 Ashley House, Hale,

Cheshire, WA15 9SQ

Route2Take provides a hub where small and medium 
enterprises (SMEs) can search and compare advertising 

opportunities locally and regionally to help them find 
the right exposure they need to be recognised.

www.route2take.co.uk
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A great deal of thought and 
hard work goes into setting up 
a business and decisions made 
early can have huge implications 
for the future. The same level of 
effort needs to go into plans for 
exiting the business.
Business owners of all shapes and sizes, 
from sole traders through to family run 
empires are so busy running their day-to-
day operations that they rarely stand still 
long enough to consider what to do when 
the time comes for them to retire, sell 
or hand over control; inevitably that day 
will arrive. With a little careful planning, 
your exit from the business can be easy 
enabling you to embrace your retirement 
or start a new venture stress free and with 
plenty of money behind you.

Although planning for a retirement or 
new venture can be an exciting prospect, 
making plans for what would happen 
to your business if you were to die 
unexpectedly or even lose mental capacity 
is not something anyone wants to even 
think about, let alone plan for.

However, planning for the worst case 
scenario could be the best thing you ever 
did. The unexpected death of a business 

WHAT OUR CLIENTS SAY 
ABOUT US

“You’re the expert, I just needed 
it to be simple and straight 
forward and I trust you to do 
that for me - you’ve done a lot 
for me so far and obviously I’m 
grateful for that. Thanks again!”

“Thanks again for all your work 
on this.  It has been performed 
very efficiently and smoothly.”

“Thanks for all of your help, skill 
and patience in finally getting 
this to a successful conclusion.”

owner or shareholder can have a major 
impact on any business, particularly if 
no plans are in place for such an event. 
Partnerships cease on death so this can 
raise a whole host of issues for those left 
behind. Consider the impact on company 
directors of privately owned companies, 
who without proper planning could see 
the business die with them. 

Typical problems that can arise include:
•  Company shares are passed on to 

beneficiaries who are either not 
interested in the business, inexperienced 
or who are under the age of 18;

•  Existing shareholders may want to buy 
the shares but can’t afford them;

•   If the company has no obligation to 
make income or pension entitlements 
the beneficiaries may not have sufficient 
provision made for them; even if a will 
was made at the start, if the business 
has gone on to be extremely successful 
an out-of-date will may mean the 
beneficiary may not be entitled to the  
full value of the deceased’s share of  
the business.

To avoid these unnecessary scenarios, 
key questions you should be asking  
yourself are:
•   What will happen to my interests if I die?
•  What rights do my beneficiaries have  

if there isn’t a will in place?
•  Where do I want my shares to go on  

my death?
•  How do I transfer my shares?
•  What is the inheritance tax position  

if I die?

Careful planning and preparation is key 
here and in the majority of cases, a cross-
option agreement can help to ensure that 
your wishes are adhered to on your death. 
A cross-option agreement in conjunction 
with a shareholder’s agreement enables 
the ownership of the company to transfer 
to the remaining shareholders. Within the 
agreement, each shareholder agrees that 
his fellow shareholders have the option 
to purchase his shares at market value, 
on his death. Each shareholder then takes 

out a term assurance policy, which holds 
in trust the amount needed to pay for the 
deceased’s shares. 

The key to developing a successful 
strategy for the future of the business if 
faced with the owner’s untimely death, 
lies in the planning, preparation and 
execution of valid and current documents. 
It is also important to consider what would 
happen in a period of absence such as 
illness or mental incapacity. A key way 
to provide yourself with peace of mind 
and to safeguard your interests, ensuring 
business as normal in the event of your 
incapacity is to create a lasting power of 
attorney (LPA).

An LPA is a legal document that enables  
you to appoint another person or people  
to make decisions on your behalf. It is 
vitally important to choose someone 
you trust and who is familiar with your 
business. While your existing business 
partner might be the obvious choice, you 
can also consider a family member who 
has been involved with the business at 
some point. 

While planning for the long term may feel 
daunting, it doesn’t need to be. Here at 
SAS Daniels, we have a dedicated team 
of experts that can advise the best way 
forward for you and your business. We  
work closely with our Corporate law team  
to ensure all vital business matters are 
taken into consideration. 

We have the legal specialisms to take 
a holistic approach taking the time to 
understand your business properly to 
ensure that you have the right plans in 
place, giving you the peace of mind you 
need to be sure that your business will be 
well looked after if you’re not in a position  
to do that yourself. 

Helen Gowin
Partner and Head of Estate 
Administration & Probate
01260 282351
helen.gowin@sasdaniels.co.uk

www.sasdaniels.co.uk

MAKING A QUICK EXIT: 
ENSURING THAT YOUR EXIT 
FROM THE BUSINESS IS AS 
PAINLESS AS POSSIBLE

Helen Gowin, Partner at SAS Daniels



Contact 
01606 734032

www.totalpeople.co.uk
enquiries@totalpeople.co.uk

Unlock the potential in your 
company with an Apprentice.

Quality Apprenticeships for 25 Years

Working in 28 different industries

On & off the job training available

Support from recruitment to completion

www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk Adverts - 7www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk



The Introduction of the WEEE Directive, which 
sets targets for the recovery and recycling of 
electrical and electronic equipment has gone 
some way to reduce the amount of electronic 
waste that ends up in landfill, FLP Solutions 
are also playing their part by giving a second 
life to IT equipment that would otherwise 
become e-waste.

FLP Solutions started trading in 2001 and are based in 
Middlewich, Cheshire, the staff headcount is now 24 and the 
company has expanded to its warehousing capacity to over 
12,000 sq feet. FLP buys in redundant IT and Print Hardware, 
strip the kit down completely, thoroughly cleans and repair 
any broken parts before putting the product and parts up for 
resale. FLP maintain there is no such thing as “obsolete”, and 
promise to source any specific piece of IT Hardware specified 
by their customers. 

Our Refurbished Laser jet printer offering enables a client to 
maintain a “greener” print solution and cut costs, for example 
a refurbished Laser printer may offer a discount from between 
30 and 50 % from a new retail unit.

FLP can offer a full IT recycling service with appropriate 
certifications, data erasure and full audit trail, they have  
a comprehensive in-house Quality control framework and 
3 ISO’s accreditations –ISO 9001, ISO 14001 and ISO27001. 

The Chamber Magazine8 - Chamber Networking

MIDDLEWICH 
COMPANY 
EXPANDS 
ON GOING 
SUCCESS 
OFFERING  
A FULL IT 
RECYCLING 
SERVICE

Our full portfolio includes:

•  Fully refurbished HP Printers and spares sales

• Printer Repair and Maintenance 

•  General IT Hardware Sales

•  Full IT recycling collection and processing service  

FLP SOLUTIONS
Units 3 & 5 Valley Court, Sanderson Way, Middlewich,
Cheshire CW10 0GF
Tel 01606 835 800   Fax 01606 835 800 
www.flp4it.com
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CheshireMersey

What or who was the key factor that 
lead you to your position today?

Our love for the product and dealing face 
to face with customers was a huge push 
into going self employed as well as the 
desire to become business partners with 
each other. We both believed we had what 
it takes to run a successful business and 
a partnership that was strong to ride the 
ups and the downs of starting a business 
from nothing. 

What motivates you?

The desire to succeed and own a business 
with a reputation for making people 
happy. Reading the glowing reviews we’ve 

received since starting up motivates us to 
keep bringing quality customer service, fun 
and education to like minded wine lovers 
across the county.

Who has been your greatest 
inspiration?

Our parents – Their hard work and 
determination to succeed has always 
inspired us to work hard and push 
ourselves (oh and David Watson, obviously)

What has been your most satisfying 
moment in business?

That’s a difficult one, we have a few 
satisfying moments. The biggest being the 
recent award we won with the Chamber. 
Winning East Cheshire Chamber of 
Commerce ‘Most Promising New Business 
of The Year’ in front of so many other 
successful Chamber members was a real 
high point. The second would be our 

appearance on Channel 4 & BBC1 
in January – That was cool. 

If you had the chance to start your 
career over again, what would you 
do differently?

Nothing – Everything happens for a reason 
so no regrets. 

How do you spend your Leisure 
time?  

Socialising with friends & family, going to 
the gym, playing Golf and hosting weekend 
events as part of other peoples leisure 
time. It’s hard to call wine tasting ‘work’. 

What Are Today and Tomorrow’s 
Challenges?

Keep in the public eye, be proactive with 
new and interesting events, continue to 
keep growing the business each day & use 
all the local support to our advantage. 

MEMBERS SPOTLIGHT

HELEN GOWIN
SAS DANIELS

What or who was the key factor that 
lead you to your position today?
I didn’t intend to have a legal career and 
what started as a temporary position in 
a law firm in Bristol became a platform 
for further studies. The two solicitors 
in the probate team at that firm gave 
me the opportunity to develop my skills 
and encouraged me to pursue a career 
assisting those who have lost friends and 
family members with the legal and tax 
issues of an estate administration.

What motivates you?
I like helping people and I get the 
opportunity to deal compassionately with 
bereaved clients and help relieve some of 
the burden of the paperwork at a difficult 
time in their lives.

Who has been your greatest 
inspiration?
I would probably say my parents. They 
instilled a sense of taking responsibility 
for what you do, to work hard and with 
enthusiasm and if things don’t’ always 
go well, not to complain too much.  I am 
one of five children and that was a lesson 
learnt quickly!

What has been your most satisfying 
moment in business?
That would have to be overseeing the 
recent office move to Riverside. After 
10 years on West Street I was pleasantly 
surprised to find working in an open 
plan environment in the centre of other 
businesses in Congleton very rewarding.

If you had the chance to start your 
career over again, what would you 
do differently?
I would probably do something combined 
with sport and health – I always thought 
I would end up doing physiotherapy 

or something in the health sector and 
travelling the world with those skills.

How do you spend your Leisure 
time?
I spend a lot of time running – usually 
getting ready for a half marathon or 10K to 
keep fit. I find running after work helps me 
to switch off from the worries of the day 
and gives me a bit of time to myself.

What Are Today and Tomorrow’s 
Challenges?
Today would be keeping on top of the 
incessant flow of emails, which means 
you have to be organised and disciplined 
with time-keeping – trying to reply to each 
query within a day before the next wave 
comes in can sometimes be a challenge
Tomorrow would be making sure I keep 
a balance between family time and work 
and accepting you are never going to finish 
everything in one day.

01260 282351 
helen.gowin@sasdaniels.co.uk 
www.sasdaniels.co.uk
 

MARK & RICHARD 
WINNINGTON
CHESHIRE MERSEY 
WINE SCHOOL

01260 280815
info@cheshiremerseywineschool.com
www.cheshiremerseywineschool.com



A major apprenticeship event 
hosted again by Barclays 
Technology Centre Radbroke 
and the National Apprenticeship 
Service, as part of National 
Apprenticeship Week, attracted 
around 600+ people from across 
the North West.
The Apprenticeship Job and Careers 
Fair was held on Thursday 12th March, 
and allowed young people and their 
parents to meet with over 21 high 
profile employers and organizations,  

to discuss apprenticeship job and career 
opportunities and how to apply for one 
of their vacancies in 2015.

Claire Blott, Interim Divisional Director 
for the National Apprenticeship Service in 
the North West, said: “This event brought 
information on over 450+ invaluable job 
opportunities to young people under one 
roof. With over 600 attendees, it gave young 
people the chance to talk to local employers, 
training providers and apprentices face-
to-face about the variety of opportunities 
across various sectors, including IT, business, 
law, retail, science and engineering.”

“This event proved the perfect way for 
young people and employers to meet 
while looking for advice on their next 
career step. For them this was really 
useful and they came away with extremely 
beneficial resources.”

Some of the high profile companies who 
exhibited at the event included; Aldi, 
Amec Foster Wheeler, Armed Forces, 
Astra Zeneca, Barclays, Bentley Motors, 
Cogent, EMR group, McCann Manchester 
and United Utilities. 
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NORTH WEST CAREERS FAIR HOSTED BY 
BARCLAYS IS A SUCCESS WITH 600+ ATTENDEES
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The Old Smithy, Brooks Lane, Middlewich, Cheshire, CW10 0JH
Reliance Vehicle Management Limited is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
Reliance Vehicle Management Limited acts as a Credit Broker and not a Lender.

BASED IN CHESHIRE OUR EXPERTISE 
AND KNOWLEDGE SPANS NATIONALLY, 
SUPPLYING AND FULFILLING A 
FULL RANGE OF BUSINESS FLEET 
REQUIREMENTS, ALONGSIDE PERSONAL 
CONTRACTS. 

We aim to make the process of sourcing 
vehicles simple, quick and efficient, whilst 
helping you organise the necessary funding 
for your requirements. 

From finding vehicles through to the 
contract finishing, our professional and 
helpful service ensures that all business 
vehicle and fleet requirements are met, 
exceeding standards. 

Regardless of business size, location or 
industry, RVM can find you the vehicles 
to keep your business moving. 

RELIANCE VEHICLE MANAGEMENT 
PROVIDES COMPLETE VEHICLE 
SOLUTIONS FOR PERSONAL AND 
BUSINESSES. 

www.reliancevm.co.uk  -  0844 870 8349

Patron member of East Cheshire Chamber 
of Commerce & Enterprise.

David Watson 
Chief Executive 

East Cheshire Chamber of 
Commerce & Enterprise
www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk 

Leasing Broker Member

LIMITED MEMBERS
Leasing broker members 
offer a range of services to 
help their customers find 
the most suitable motor 
finance and vehicle type for 
their requirements.

HIGH STANDARDS 
All BVRLA leasing 
brokers must adhere to 
a mandatory Code of 
Conduct, that ensures you 
benefit from the highest 
standards of service, fair 
terms and conditions, 
transparent and accurate 
information and a complaint 
resolution service.

QUALITY ASSURANCE
All leasing broker members 
are audited or inspected 
to BVRLA standards.  This 
includes ensuring that 
they have all the required 
licences and are operating 

from an established 
commercial place of 
business that is maintained 
to a professional standard.  
They must prove that 
they act as agents for – or 
have a direct relationship 
with – at least two leasing 
companies, and be able to 
demonstrate a track record 
of strong customer service.  

At Reliance Vehicle 
Management we have 
at least seven leasing 
company relationships that 
we use on a daily basis 
to ensure you receive the 
most competitive quote.

BVRLA Membership No. 1943

WHY SHOULD YOU USE A 
BVRLA LEASING BROKER?

WHAT 
PEOPLE 
ARE SAYING

“RVM Ltd are a Chamber 
Patron Member and have 
supplied numerous vehicles 
to our Chamber Members, 
they provide a great 
professional service in a 
friendly manner. 

Admirably, they also have 
a great community spirit 
and for each and every 
vehicle sale or contract with 
our Members they make a  
donation to the Chamber 
Charity of the Year. 

Be it a fleet or an individual 
vehicle I am sure that RVM 
Ltd can meet your needs”.



We are pleased to announce that 
Blue Bell BMW Crewe will be 
sponsoring ‘Nearest the Pin’. 

This year’s fantastic prize will 
be a BMW Mini for a Weekend.

Chamber Members 
£60 + VAT per person
Non Chamber Members   
£65 + VAT Per Person

Wednesday 24th June 2015
11.30 onwards
Vale Royal Abbey Golf Club

Whitegate, Northwich, Cheshire CW8 2BA

• 4 golfers per team • Putting Competition
• Nearest the Pin • Longest Drive

This year’s East 
Cheshire Chamber 
Annual Golf Day

For more information please contact Jackie Randles 
on 01260 540570   EARLY BOOKING IS RECOMMENDED.

CHAMBER GOLF DAY  
VALE ROYAL ABBEY



Privately-owned Lynton Lasers 
designs and manufactures great 
products for growing markets.  

Its technology is used to remove unwanted 
hair or tattoos, for skin rejuvenation, 
and to treat pigmentations and vascular 
lesions. And its laser cleaning systems are 
being used to remove hundreds of years 
of grime from some of the Vatican City’s 
most treasured historical artworks.

With 38 employees and sales of £4.2m  
in 2014, Lynton has installed more  
laser treatment equipment of this kind  
than anyone else in the UK and also 
exports worldwide. 

But Dr Jon Exley, founder and managing 
director, admits that he hasn’t always 
tapped into all the help that is available  
for high-growth companies.

Dr Exley said: “There are lots of 
opportunities for networking or 
obtaining grants, but I found all that 
quite daunting and I became quite 
disengaged from it all.”

However, that changed after Darren 
Flannery, one of Cheshire East’s business 
connectors, got in touch with the Holmes 
Chapel-based firm.

“Darren saw himself as the facilitator who 
could pull things together and present it 
to me,” added Dr Exley.  

“It could be anything from how to 
go about taking on an apprentice or 
developing our relationship with the 
Manufacturing Advisory Service. That was 
excellent because it allowed me to get on 
with the day job.”

Lynton no longer avoids the limelight. It has 
won a training award from East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce, Smart and Spur 
innovation accolades from the government, 
and the award for the  
most innovative 
treatment or service in 
the My Face My Body 
Awards 2014, a top 
beauty industry event 
which was broadcast  
on Sky TV.

Cheshire East Council’s inward 
investment and business 
engagement service offers 
free and confidential business 
support to businesses in 
Cheshire East.
We can help with:
• sourcing sites and premises;
• advice on financial support; 
• sourcing skills and training;
•  assistance with site visits  

and familiarisation tours  
for relocating employees;

•  assistance with industry and  
market research.

Businesses already based in the  
Borough can call the Cheshire East 
Business Connectors for a one-to-one 
appointment to discuss free, impartial  
and independent support. 
The inward investment and business 
engagement service also organises events 
to raise the profile of Cheshire East as a 
business location.
We promote the Borough to key people 
such as commercial property agents and 
UKTI’s investment services team, making 
sure that businesses are aware of our 
major strengths: a skilled scientific and 
technical workforce; great connectivity 
by road, rail and air; Cheshire East’s 

consistent rating as the best place to 
live in the North West; and the presence 
of leading companies such as Bentley 
Motors, AstraZeneca, Airbags International, 
Siemens, Waters Corporation, BAE Systems 
and Oliver Valves. 

John Willis, Cheshire East Council
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CONNECT WITH 
CHESHIRE EAST – 
AND FIND OUT HOW WE 
CAN HELP YOUR BUSINESS

CASE STUDY

BUSINESS 
CONNECTOR 
HELPS LASER  
FIRM SHINE  
MORE BRIGHTLY

For more information about help 
available for your business, contact 
John Willis, Cheshire East Council’s 
inward investment and business 
engagement manager,  
on 0300 123 5001 or e-mail  
business@cheshireeast.gov.uk



DEDICATED TO HELPING SMALL 
& MEDIUM SIZED BUSINESSES 

ACHIEVE THEIR VISION

Business Doctors is a business 
support network, dedicated to 
helping small and medium sized 
businesses achieve their vision.

Drawing on extensive business skills 
and experience, Business Doctors 

 

We don’t just  
coach, we get  
on the pitch!

Kevin Cook  T: 07801 399 508       
W: www.businessdoctors.co.uk/region/cheshire Mark Greenhalgh  T: 07752 363 322       

 
 

Contact us on:
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FANTASTIC
EVENING AT
THIS YEARS
BUSINESS
AWARDS

It was a night for 
celebrating personal 
successes and business 
achievements as Cranage 
Hall played host to the 
10th Annual East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce 
Business Awards on Friday 
27th March.
Proceedings started with a video 
message from Chancellor of the 
Exchequer George Osborne who 
was invited to the evening but 
could not attend.

There were over 70 nominations 
which host and Chamber Chief 
Executive David Watson said 
confirmed how strong the business 
economy is in Cheshire East.

Independent judges had selected 
a shortlist of finalists and each 
nominee was interviewed by the 
judging panel and marked using  
a matrix points system.

Tim McCloud, Managing Director 
of TMC Strategic Communications 
who co-presented the awards said

”The task of judging the business 
awards is never easy and 
this year was no exception. 
The standard of entry was 
higher than ever making the 
competition extremely tough”.

Cranage Hall and Marie Shenton, 
chairman of the Chamber, both 
received special awards to mark 
the ceremony’s 10th anniversary 
before the main awards of the 
evening were handed out.

Pulse fitness were the big winners, 
taking home business of the year. 
The Congleton based company 
beat stiff competition from Acorn 
Occupational Health, Butters John 
Bee, Genesys International and 
Lynton Lasers.

The awards evening concluded 
with a raffle and auction that 
raised money for Friends For 
Leisure, a Congleton based charity 
that helps disabled children and 
young people in Cheshire East 
enjoy friendship and leisure. Three 
thousand eight hundred pounds 
was raised at the event taking the 
Chambers donations to the charity 
to £8,400.00 in the last year.

David Watson said” It was a 
fantastic evening celebrating all 
the brilliant businesses we have as 
members at a wonderful venue”.



“Just a note to say thank you 
for a lovely evening and the 
opportunity to meet some 
of your Chamber members. 
Clearly a great deal of work 
had gone into making the 
event such a success”. 

CARON FLITCROFT, UKTI NORTH WEST

“Just a quick note to say 
congratulations on a 
great evening on Friday night 
- I received only positive 
feedback from all concerned”

KEVIN COOK, BUSINESS DOCTORS



2015
MARIE SHENTON 
10 YEARS SERVICE AWARD

DANIELLE MASON FROM HAMMOND MCNULTY
EMPLOYEE OF THE YEAR AWARD

PULSE FITNESS 
BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD

CHESHIRE MERSEY WINE SCHOOL
MOST PROMISING NEW BUSINESS

ORIGINEM 
INNOVATION AWARDS

WITH THANKS TO 
OUR SPONSORS

THE 
WINNERS

GREEN CONTRACT SERVICES 
PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AWARD

CRANAGE HALL
10 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN CUSTOMER SERVICE

“All at BJB had a great evening. 
Congratulations on organising 
such a great event”. 

JAMES BEARDMORE, 
BUTTERS JOHN BEE

R I B B O N S  I  B O W S  I  T R I M M I N G S



2015

GENESYS INTERNATIONAL
EXPORTER OF THE YEAR AWARD

LYNTON LASERS
TRAINING AWARD

ALPS
EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR AWARD

TMC STRATEGIC COMMUNICATIONS
EXCELLENCE IN CUSTOMER SERVICE

CARERS TRUST 4 ALL
CHARITY OF THE YEAR AWARD

THE 
WINNERS



Three different companies have 
hosted Thursday Thirty Network 
meetings so far this year, Originem 
with This Agency, Auditel and Young 
Enterprise.

Our hosts kindly provide a complimentary 
breakfast followed by a 10 minute 
presentation and the remainder  
of the time is for networking.

Thursday Thirties are becomming 
increasingly popular and meetings 
are now scheduled in the calender 
until Spring 2016!

Details of forthcoming Thursday 
Thirty meetings can be found 
on Page 3 and on our website 
www.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Thursday 
Thirties

BUSINESS AWARDS 
SUPPLIERS AND SPONSORS
The resounding success of this year’s Business awards as always 
was a result of the teamwork from our sponsors and suppliers.
Cranage Hall and John Slevin and his team from Custom Productions worked well 
together in the preparation of the room, which they did not have access to until 3.30 in the 
afternoon. Within 2 hours 26 tables were set, all the sound and video equipment was ready, 
stage and dance floor in place and sound testing complete!

The finishing touches completed the effect as Ballooning Marvellous added the themed silver and black 
balloons to the tables and Jellie Studios from Hale covered the chairs with matching black covers and silver bows.

We would like to thank;

A BIG
THANK YOU
TO ALL OUR 
AMAZING 

SPONSORS

Bernard Rooney from Blue Bell BMW  
for his auctioneering services

Adam Schofiled from Cheshire 
Photography

Cranage Hall for all the ‘extras’ including 
the drinks reception

Glen Stevens DJ for the entertainment

John Slevin and his team from Custom 
Productions for the Lighting, Sound, 

Video and Staging

Verity and Wayne from Deaville and Co 
for welcoming all our guests

Jellie Studios for the chair 
covers and bows

Ballooning Marvellous, 
Congleton for the balloons

Sphere UK for printing the tickets  
and the programmes

TMC Strategic Communications for 
designing the tickets and programmes 

and putting together the videos

Triad UK for the trophies



PHONE 01260 274011 OR VISIT WWW.BERISFORDS-RIBBONS.CO.UK

Designed and produced in our Cheshire Mill

The best of British
ribbon weavers

C R E A T I N G  B E A U T I F U L  R I B B O N S  A N D  T R I M M I N G S  S I N C E  1 8 5 8

We can’t claim to go back as far as tartan, which is Celtic in

origin with the earliest known sample dating to the 3rd 

century AD in Scotland, but we are Englands longest

established heritage ribbon weavers.

Since 1858 Berisfords have been creating exquisite narrow fabrics which

have been exported all over the world, thanks to a 

reputation for our quality, service and range of ribbons.

From lush velvets to traditional ginghams the choice is

yours. We offer a bespoke service should

you require an original design.

RR
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LOOKING TO BE MORE 
ENERGY & COST EFFICIENT?
CHECK OUT OUR RANGE OF LED LIGHTING...

Energy saving, long lasting, low maintenance solutions

Email  sales@diamondledlighting.co.uk

     Web www.diamondledlighting.co.uk

Tel 01260 292 640

Fax 01260 279 116

Tubes Battens Panels

Spot Lamps Floodlights Globe Lamps

Contact us to discuss your LED lighting requirements and find your local stockist

up to

90%
energy saving

Ultralong
life

100%
  recyclable
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If you are thinking of joining the East 
Cheshire Chamber of Commerce we have 
a limited “Special Offer” that should make 
your decision to join even easier.
We have got together with SPIRAL Printers to offer 
the next 50 new membership applications a Roll Up 
Banner at the amazing price of just £20 !!!

This represents a significant saving on the 
normal list price. Don’t delay, Join Today.

NEW 
MEMBERS 

SPECIAL 
OFFER
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CLAY SHOOT  
APRIL 2015

On a gloriously sunny spring day Cloudside Shooting 
Ground was once again the venue for the East Cheshire 
Chamber Clay Shoot. Sponsored by Berisfords Ribbons 
of Congleton the event raised £400.00 for the Chamber’s 
charity of the year, Carers Trust 4 All.

The keen marksmen displayed some amazing shooting with Graham Pear 
of Contain-a-Lot winning first prize with a 100% score. Second was Paul 
Johnson of Direct Energy Associates and Third was John Whitehead of Glass 
& Stainless. The Best Ladies Individual Trophy was won by Christine House 
of Wardle Armstrong. The much coveted Clay Conservation Award was 
scooped up by Shaun Hurley of Purchasing Support Services.

After the shooting the whole party enjoyed a wonderful al fresco meal 
of steak pie and chips.

The Chamber would like to say a big thank you to Cloudside Shooting 
ground for looking after us all so well and making the day the great  
success that it was.

The Winning Team

Best Individual 
Score - 
Graham Pear

Ladies Best Score 
won by  

Christine House 
from Wardell 

Armstrong

Clay Conservation Award - Shaun Hurley
Second Place - Paul Johnson



In order to help local businesses 
minimise the potential for 
employment disputes and 
their consequences, Tinsdills 
are now offering their Resolve 
Employment Law Service.
Employees are more aware of their legal 
rights under the employment legislation 
than they ever were. It is therefore 
imperative that employers maintain their 
internal HR documents, contracts, policies 
and procedures to ensure they are properly 
equipped to deal with any potential 
employment disputes. The employer who 
is not up to date with their obligations is 
at a higher risk of facing an employment 
tribunal claim.

Tinsdills’ new fixed price service is intended 
to help businesses avoid employment 
disputes by ensuring that their clients 
are operating to the best standards of 
employment practice and procedures.  

The service will cover an annual review 
of key employment documents and 
procedures. In the event of an issue arising, 
Tinsdills will provide expert advice by 
telephone on HR issues when it is needed, 
enabling companies to deal with any 
employment disputes swiftly and effectively.

The service includes an insurance policy 
which will provide cover for legal costs 
and most awards and settlements of 
up to £250,000 per claim if, after all of 
the support and advice provided, an 
employment tribunal claim should occur,

Elaine Goodwin, Employment Law Solicitor 
at Tinsdills comments: 

“Any claim issued against your 
business by an employee can be 
very costly both financially and to 
the reputation of your business. At 
Tinsdills we believe that prevention is 
better than cure and this service offers 
you expert advice and support to 

minimise these risks and all for  
a competitive fixed fee”.

To find out more about how Tinsdills can 
support, advise and protect your business 
against employment disputes, please 
contact Elaine Goodwin on 01782 652 300.

You cannot stop employees 
from making claims against 
you; however, you can protect 
your business from having to 
pay compensation and legal 
fees.

Contact us to see how we 
can help your business avoid 
employment disputes and 
minimise their impact.

Call 01270 761111 or 01782 652300. Visit www.tinsdills.co.uk
RESOLVE EMPLOYMENT LAW SERVICE

TINSDILLS SOLICITORS 
ANNOUNCE THEIR 
NEW SERVICE 
FOR EMPLOYERS
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About Tinsdills Solicitors
Tinsdills Solicitors are one of the 
largest and most experienced firms 
in North Staffordshire and South Cheshire 
with offices in Sandbach, Newcastle- 
under-Lyme, Hanley and Leek.
Our specialised departments 
offer an expert and friendly legal 
advice service for personal and 
business clients including residential 
property, family law, company and 
commercial, employment,wills trusts 
and probate, professional negligence 
and personal injury.
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Wilmslow’s largest employer Royal London 
has announced plans to create an additional 
450 new jobs at its campus on Alderley Road. 
The business currently employs around 900 
full time staff in the town and wants  
to increase numbers to around 1,350. 

Strong new business results for 2014, plus the Government’s 
imminent pension reforms, mean that Royal London is looking 
to expand and has identified Wilmslow as its preferred 
location. The company also operates at sites in London, 
Edinburgh, Glasgow, Bath and the Republic of Ireland.

The new roles would be accommodated within new, modern 
office accommodation on land owned by Royal London to 
the east of the existing campus. This land has been allocated 
by Cheshire East Council for a high-quality, sustainable,  
mixed-use development that includes new playing fields 
for Wilmslow High School. 

ROYAL LONDON’S JERRY TOHER SAID: 
“We anticipate growing our Wilmslow operation over time, 
increasing the number of full time staff by 50% and providing 
significant new employment opportunities for the town.”

DAVID WATSON, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OF THE CHAMBER SAID: 
“We are delighted to hear the news that Royal London 
is looking to expand in Wilmslow. 

“They are already the town’s largest employer and it is great 
to see Royal London wanting to create jobs here in East 
Cheshire rather than elsewhere.”

BOOMING ROYAL 
LONDON PLANS 
HUNDREDS OF NEW 
JOBS IN WILMSLOW



Local Cheshire based charity Friends 
for Leisure (FFL) received a £254.00 
donation from national IT support 
company provider Prism Solutions 
last month. FFL arranges activities for 
disabled children and young people 
aged between 5 and 21. These include 
facilitating one-to-one friendships right 
through to group activities such as 
drama and sports sessions.
The donation will be used to support the 
new UP scheme which started in January 
this year, the new project is for a group of 
young people who are reaching the upper 
age limit of the FFL service.
There will be a number of evening 
sessions that will focus on topics and 
skills that will be useful to the group 
as they get older and start to become 
more independent. At the end of the 
programme there will be a residential 
stay for one night, which it is hoped will 

give the young people the chance to have 
some independence away from home in 
a safe place surrounded by their friends, 
and be able to put the skills that have 
been learned throughout the project  
into practice.
The money was raised by Prism Solutions 
from a couple of internal events including; 
cash donations from the team to wear 
casual clothes, and a cake bake and sale 
event. The money was presented to FFL 
volunteers early last month.
Gillian Jones of Friends for Leisure added; 
“Friends for Leisure relies greatly on the 
generosity of our supporters who take 
part in fundraising activities throughout  
the year so thank you to Prism for  
the continued support and this  
kind donation”
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A BRIEF 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE HONOURS 
SYSTEM

The honours lists are published 
twice a year at New Year and on the 
Sovereign’s Official Birthday. Awards 
are given by The Queen on the advice 
of the Prime Minister. Honours are 
intended to recognise exceptional 
achievement and/or service. 

WHO CAN I NOMINATE? 
Anyone can be nominated. And everybody 
will know somebody worthy of recognition. 
The independent committee members 
who compile the list are looking for people 
who have made a real difference in their 
community or field of work.  

HOW DO I NOMINATE? 
You will find detailed guidance and a 
nomination form at www.gov.uk/honours 
Or you can phone the honours team in 
Cabinet Office on 020 7276 2777 and we 
can talk you through the process and send 
you everything you need. We just need two 
or more letters of support to accompany 
the nomination. These should be written  
by people who have first-hand knowledge 
of the nominee and who can endorse  
their contribution. 

CASE STUDY
Mrs Emma Elston MBE – Co - Founder and 
Director, UK Container Maintenance Ltd. 
For services to Manufacturing.
Emma co-founded UK Container 
Maintenance (UKCM) Ltd in 1998 with her 
husband. Based in Northwich, Cheshire, 
it is now the UK’s largest family owned 
container repair and refurbishment 
company, a nationally respected champion 
of women in business and campaigner 
on green issues.  Commitment and 
determination has seen her become 
a UK-leading voice in the waste and 
manufacturing industry, trailblazing a 
path for women in what had long been a 
male-dominated industry. In 2010 she was 
named NatWest Everywoman Demeter 
Award Winner and was awarded the 
Aspire Businesswoman of Year 2012. 

For many ambitious businesses, unlocking finance is the key to future growth. Yet with so 
many different options now available, knowing which way to turn can be impossible without 
specialist help.

This important event, which has been developed by Access to Finance and Cheshire East Council 
in association with East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce, will provide information and guidance 
around developing business plans and sourcing the right type of financial products for your business.

A full day Investment Readiness Workshop will give you the opportunity to:
•  Find out more about writing a business plan and forecasting for business growth.
•  Talk to Access to Finance specialists about available finance for your business.
•  Learn what you need to do in order to access finance.
•  Gain a full understanding of traditional funding sources including banks, invoice financers and 

asset financers, as well as “gap funders”, crowd funding and the North West Business Angels.

We can also arrange one-to-one appointments with Access to Finance specialists who can work 
with you to match your business with the right financial package.

HELPING YOUR BUSINESS ACCESS THE 
RIGHT FINANCIAL PACKAGE

PRISM SOLUTIONS 
DONATION TO 
HELP LOCAL 
CHARITY SCHEME

This event is free to attend but numbers are strictly limited. We strongly advise you 
to book now to avoid disappointment.

Venue 
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce 
& Enterprise, Riverside Mill, Mountbatten Way, 
Congleton, Cheshire CW12 1DY

Date 
Tuesday 16th June 9.30am till 4.30pm; 
includes a light lunch.

To book your places at this event please contact 
Jackie Randles on 01260 540570 

Email  
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

Terms and Conditions 
Please note to register, businesses must 
meet the definition of a small to medium size 
enterprise and be based in the North West of 
England. Retail businesses are excluded from 
support from the Access to Finance Service.

If you can’t attend the events but would 
like a conversation with Access to Finance 
please email john.moore@a2fnw.co.uk  
or call us on 07872 113 094



Q: Things are looking good for the 
business, I have a strong order book 
but I am struggling to buy the goods 
to fulfil incoming orders, as I have 
limited credit from my suppliers 
and the banks won’t help me. 
Is there another option?

A: Trade Finance could be the ideal 
solution for you. At Davenham Trade 
Finance, we can help by paying your 
supplier directly for the goods, allowing 
you to fulfil your forward orders and 
ultimately increase your turnover and 
your profit. We do this on a transactional 
basis, so you can decide whether to utilise 
our facility for every purchase you make 
or just for specific orders that you receive 
throughout the year – this is especially 
useful if there is a seasonal element to 
your business.

In order to provide you with Trade Finance, 
our team initially look to understand the 

 

 

 

 

 

 












 






















(Find us at www.CarersTrust4all.org.uk)

transactions you will be asking us 
to assist with as well as ensuring 
the business has experienced 
management teams who know the 
sector, suppliers and customers.

Q: Can Davenham Trade Finance 
help manufacturing or engineering 
businesses, where there are no 
“goods” to buy – more a requirement 
for raw materials and working capital?

A: Although this is a slight deviation from 
traditional Trade Finance, at Davenham, 
we can assist if the business has any 
unencumbered assets that we can take 
a charge over in return for providing 
a Working Capital Facility similar to an 
overdraft facility.

We can also consider lending to new and 
young SME’s as well as more established 
businesses, as long as the management 
team are experienced in their sector. 

At Davenham Trade Finance, our 
professional and friendly team works in 
partnership alongside business owners, 
to offer a helpful solution to a common 
problem facing a growing number of 
SME’s. Our Trade Finance solution allows 
you to concentrate on fulfilling customer 
orders and growing your business.

If you are facing a similar predicament 
and would like some advice, please 
contact Vince Tovey on 0161 837 1601 
or vincetovey@davenham.co.uk

www.eastcheshirechamber.co.ukwww.eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

For further information on our full range of services, 
please visit www.davenhamtradefinance.co.uk

NEW EAST CHESHIRE CHAMBER MEMBER 
VINCE TOVEY, ANSWERS COMMON 
QUESTIONS ASKED BY THE GROWING 
NUMBER OF SME’S ACROSS THE REGION



Handelsbanken is the trading name of Svenska Handelsbanken AB (publ). Registered in England 
& Wales No. BR000589. Incorporated in Sweden with limited liability. Registered in Sweden No, 
502007-7862 Head office in Stockholm. Authorised by the Swedish Financial Supervisory Authority 
(Finansinspektionen) and the Prudential Regulation Authority and subject to limited regulation by the 
Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the extent of our 
authorisation and regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulation by the Financial 

Conduct Authority are available from us on request.

Tailor-made Solutions
We offer a high quality service to both corporate and 
individual customers, coupled with a flexible and 
innovative approach. We start from a blank canvas and 
build a bespoke solution, with all key decisions made 
locally by the branch.

Anthony Flynn - Branch Manager

Tel: 01625 529 296, email: wilmslow@handelsbanken.co.uk

www.handelsbanken.co.uk/wilmslow Contact us on 01625 446277
sales@reviewtravel.co.uk
Follow us on Twitter @ReviewTvl

Offering Business Travel  
Management Services
• Air Travel
• FastTrack through airport
• Rail Travel
• Hotels Car Hire

www.reviewtravel.co.uk
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28 Reasons to join the  
Chamber Of Choice

1.  B2B Referral Scheme 
Putting members together to create 
business opportunities.

2.  Access to Mailing Lists 
Receive the latest news and event 
up dates via email to keep you in the 
networking loop.

3.  Use of Chamber logo 
Opportunity to use the East Cheshire 
Chamber logo in a publication ‘Member of’.

4.   Membership Certificate 
Once a member has joined they will 
receive a membership certificate.

5.  Free Legal Helpline   
Myers & Co specialise in providing 
high-quality advice regarding; Business 
services - Contact  Dermot Callinan 01782 
525010  Will - Contact  Stephen Myers 
01782 525007  Property - Contact  Kerry 
Dundas 01782 525016

6.  Chamber HR Package 
Chamber Resource has been  
devised by Myers & Co Solicitors to give 
Chamber members a flexible one-stop 
service for employment issues. 
Contact Karen Coleman -  01782 577000 

7.   Discounted Vehicle Hire  
Contact Cheshire Vehicle rental for 
discounted rates on vehicle hire  
Tel 01260 280433

8.  Competitive Business  
& Vehicle Insurance 
County Insurance Consultants offer 
10% discount on all insurance policies 
and business insurance to members of 
East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce 
Call your dedicated Chamber Insurance 
phone number of 0800 980 3466 or 
email sales@countyins.com and quote 
‘Chamber Insurance’.

9.  Networking Events 
The Chamber hosts a variety of 
networking events.

10.  Export Document 
Authorisation & 
International Trade 
Advice 
David Watson and Jackie Randles 
have both completed a course on 
Certification Procedures. This gives 
them the right to stamp and authorise 
legal exporting documents.  
Jackie Randles - 01260 540570

11.  Roadside Rescue Package 
ALPS has many years’ experience in 
providing a comprehensive range of 
road rescue solutions to brokers and 
their clients.   
Contact ALPS - 0843 178 0600

12.  Low Cost Debt  
Recovery Service 
£1 to £10 for the first demand letter to  
a debtor (plus VAT) Myers & Co Solicitors.  
Kelly Swetmore - 01782 525003

13.  Discounted 
Training Packages 
The Chamber provides advice 
on up and coming courses. 
Jackie Randles - 01260 540570

14.  Business Awards 
Every year the Chamber holds an 
annual Business Awards event. This 
is a celebratory evening for all local 
businessmen and women to showcase 
the best of East Cheshire. 

15.  Annual Golf Day 
Join East Cheshire Chamber of 
Commerce at the prestigious venue 
‘Vale Royal Abbey Golf Club’ for a 
fabulous day of golf followed  
by dinner at the Abbey.

16.  Discounts on Magazine 
Advertising 
Members can advertise in ‘The 
Chamber’ magazine at reduced prices. 
Jackie Randles - 01260 540570 or email 
jackie.randles@eastcheshirechamber.
co.uk

17.  A Voice to Local & 
Central Government 
A voice to local and central government 
via our connectivity to our local 
authority and members of parliament.

18.  Free Employment Law 
Audits Employment 
Free health check of your employment 
contracts and other documentation  
Karen Coleman, Myers & Co Solicitors.  
01782 525005

19.  Discounted Merchant 
Banking Services 
Merchant banking services available at 
discounted prices. Please contact Jackie 
Randles 01260 540570 or email jackie.
randles@eastcheshirechamber.co.uk

20.  Email Shot Service 
For a £50 plus vat we can send out and  
email for you outlining the services 
that your business offer which will 
reach all the members of East Cheshire 
Chamber of Commerce.

21.  Clay Pigeon Shoot 
A Clay Pigeon Shoot is held each year. 

22.  Chamber Open Day 
The Chamber Open Day gives 
members the opportunity to 
showcase their business. 

23.  Membership of 
Marketing Club 
Free initial consultation provided by 
TMC giving Chamber Members access 
to high-level marketing advice and 
consultancy with the specific aim 
of making a real difference to your 
business. Contact TMC - 01260 295700

24.  Christmas Lunch 
Christmas Lunch is a very popular event 
which is held at the prestigious Pecks 
Restaurant in Congleton. 

25.  Telecom Service Solutions 
Set up in 1994, Auditel delivers highly 
effective cost management solutions to 
organisations throughout the country.  
Mike Somers - 01260 280270 or email 
mike.somers@auditel.co.uk

26.  Employee Health Scheme 
AXA Healthcare & Westfield Health are 
offering Chamber members Business 
Healthcare plans and corporate health 
insurance. Visit www.axappphealthcare.
co.uk or please call 0800 38 77 54  
Visit www.westfieldhealth.com/hti  

27.  Free Strategic 
Health Check 
Business Doctors has developed 
and helped transform hundreds 
of companies across a spectrum 
of industries - Free consultation 
available to all members.   
Kevin Cook on 07801 399508 or email 
kevinc@businessdoctors.co.uk

28.    Fuel Card Services 
Save money on refuelling with The 
Fuelcard People we offer you an 
unbeatable range of fuel cards covering 
every major station brand. To find out 
more visit www.britishchambers-
fuelsavings.co.uk/eastcheshire
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A Summer Charity Dinner
In support of MacMillan Cancer Support

Cranage Hall is proud to host...

Friday 12th June 2015

Tickets only £35 per person to include
A glass of pink fizz on arrival, 3 course evening meal 
followed by fantastic live entertainment provided  
by the amazing 4 piece band ‘The Bourbon Street’. 

Why not make a night of it – Stay over from just £65.00  
for single occupancy and £75.00 for double occupancy 
inclusive of breakfast and full use of the leisure facilities.

Cranage Hall, Byley Lane, Cranage, Holmes Chapel, Cheshire, CW4 8EW

For ticket sales or more  
information contact: 01477 536 666
cranage@principal-hayley.com
www.cranagehallholmeschapel.co.uk

7.30pm until 1.00am

Following the end of our Financial Year, The County 
Group announced a very strong result with 18% 
organic growth being achieved. This is across our two  
main trading brands which are County Insurance and 
JSW Insurance.
Dave Clapp, CEO, comments “We have seen fantastic results 
across the group with our commitment to delivering what we 
promise for our customers and providing them with a tailored 
insurance solution that suits their needs. 
The first year trading for JSW under our wing produced a 
sterling result with organic growth in excess of 20%. We also 
managed to purchase two further businesses through County 
Insurance towards the end of the year which we expect will 
put another £2.5 Million under our control this year.
With a pipeline that is currently bulging, we expect to be 
able to conclude at least another two deals during the next 
financial year as well as further developing our customer 
numbers through increasing our presence in new locations. 
To this end we have opened offices in both Liverpool and 
Chester before Christmas, ensuring we are as close to the 
customer as possible in order to maximise our hit rate on 
converting new business opportunities.”

18% ORGANIC 
GROWTH FOR 
THE COUNTY 
GROUP



Managing Director of the 
Congleton-based marketing 
agency, Tim McCloud said of 
the coveted Chamber Award: 
“We were up against some really 
tough competition from other 
businesses in the region, 
so we’re absolutely delighted 
to win this award.”  

TMC are also very proud to have 
been recognised for Corporate 
Communications at the RAR 
Awards as it reflects their 
specialism in and passion for 
business-to-business strategy 
and communications. 

RAR is the marketing industry’s 
leading independent governing 
body with a database of over  
6000 agencies. Offering 

TMC has appointed Gareth Lang as Video 
Producer to support the full service agency’s 
increasing demand for corporate videos and the 
expansion of the in-house studio team.

“It’s a fantastic opportunity for me,” said Gareth,  
“I love what I do, and joining TMC will allow me 
to work with a much bigger creative team”.

NEW VIDEO PRODUCER ADDS 
TO GROWING TMC TEAM

CONGLETON MARKETING AGENCY SCOOPS 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL AWARDS!

Want to join the team? 
We are looking to recruit a PHP Web Developer and an Account Manager
Please send your CV and a covering letter to jackie@wearetmc.co.uk or visit wearetmc.co.uk/careers for more information.

consultancy services to clients, 
to support or lead their agency 
selection process. RAR invites 
clients to provide ratings and 
testimonials on registered 
agencies. From this, finalists 
for each award category are 
selected based on ratings 
received for each category.

“We all work really hard to 
deliver over and above what 
our customers expect, and 
to receive this independent 
recognition is proof that we’re 
getting it right. None of it 
happens without teamwork, 
and I’m really very proud of 
what we’ve achieved at TMC.”

Tim McCloud, MD

TMC were RAR finalists for  
the following 7 categories

• Brand strategy
• Client service
• Corporate communications 
• Effectiveness
• Public relations
• Sponsorship
• Events

TMC Strategic Communicationshave been named winner of the Excellence 
in Customer Service Award at The East Cheshire Chamber of Commerce 10th Annual 
Business Awards, as well as securing top spot for best in Corporate Communications 
at the national Recommended Agency Register (RAR) Awards in London. 



Lunch - calm sophisticated, impressive, ideal to discuss
and finalise that business deal.
Dinner - theatre of food, a full evening of fine food and
wine, presented over an entire evening and stimulating
conversation. The perfect venue to entertain your guests.

PECKS RESTAURANT, NEWCASTLE ROAD, MORETON, Nr CONGLETON, CHESHIRE, CW12 4SB   

TEL: 01260 275161   |   FAX: 01260 299640          

Visit www.pecksrest.co.uk for more information, 
to make a reservation online, or view our menus in full.

if your business meeting has to
impress, then it has to be Pecks...

• Meeting room facility

• Projector and screen

• Refreshments

The Chamber Magazine30 - Adverts

Enter now at chamberawards.co.uk

YOUR BUSINESS.

OUR SAFE
HANDS.

Our business protecting your business
• Business insurance
• Risk management
• Financial planning

NFU Mutual is the proud sponsor of the British Chambers
of Commerce Small Business of the Year Award 2015.

BCC Advert Templates.indd   3 26/03/2015   17:27

For more information on how NFU Mutual Middlewich 
branch can help your business please contact us:  
T: 01606 737 400 
E: middlewich@nfumutual.co.uk 
NFU Mutual Middlewich, NFU Office, Lady Anne Court, 
Wheelock Street, Middlewich,  CW10 9AG  
www.nfumutual.co.uk/middlewich 



Business Users Only
SPRING TIME OFFERS
At RRG Toyota Maccleseld

VERSO Active 1.6 D-4D
7 Seats

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat)
6+35, 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

Proace Van L1H1 
1200 KG 1.6 Diesel 90hp 

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat)
6+23, 8000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

£179 
 per month

INCLUDES BLUETOOTH, AIR CONDITIONING & FREE PLYLINING

YARIS 1.33 Icon

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat)
6+23, 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

£137
 per month

HILUX Invincible
D/Cab Pick Up 3.0 D-4D 4WD 171 

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat)
6+23, 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

£216
 per month

NEW MODEL FEB 2015

RAV4 Business Edition 2.0
D-4D 2WD

£199 
 per month

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat) 
6+23, 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

AURIS Icon + 1.4 Diesel

Business Contract Hire (excl. vat) 
6+23, 8,000 miles per annum, non-maintained.

£129
per month

FREE PROTECTION PACK

£199 
 per month

For more information on these exclusive offers please call
 Mike Gregson or Paul Johnson on 01625 885 056

RRG Macclesfield
Hibel Road,
Macclesfield, SK10 2AB

Tel: 01625 885 056
Email: macclesfield@rrg.toyota.co.uk

www.rrgmacclesfield.toyota.co.uk
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A FLEET OF BENEFITS. 
AWARD-WINNING, SIMPLE FLEET  
MANAGEMENT FOR SMALL BUSINESSES.

BMW Business Partnership

Official fuel economy figures for the BMW range: Urban 13.8-72.4mpg (20.5-3.9l/100km). Extra Urban 30.4-91.3mpg 
(9.3-3.1l/100km). Combined 21.1-470.8mpg (13.4-0.06l/100km). CO2 Emissions 325-0g/km. Figures may vary depending on driving style and conditions.

If you manage a fleet of fewer than 50 company cars, 
our award-winning Business Partnership Programme 
has been designed specifically for you. The full range 
of BMW models are available to order, along with 
compelling contract hire rates and comprehensive 
service and maintenance packages.

For more information call us on 01270 212525  
or visit www.bluebellcrewebmw.co.uk/business

AWARD-WINNING.
•  The BMW | MINI Business Partnership Programme voted 

‘Best SME Company Car Programme’ at Business Car 
Manager Awards 2015

PROGRAMME BENEFITS.
• Compelling contract hire rates
•  Your own dedicated Local Business Manager 
•  Comprehensive service & maintenance packages available

Blue Bell Crewe
Fourth Avenue, Weston Road  
Crewe, Cheshire  CW1 6XH
01270 212525  www.bluebellcrewebmw.co.uk
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